Resolution to Request Funding for Trail Design and Upgrades 

  

Whereas, the Durham Open Space and Trails Commission (DOST) serves as an advisory body to the Durham City Council and the Durham Board of County Commissioners and makes recommendations regarding open space and trails; and 

Whereas, the citizens of Durham have shown an interest in bicycle and pedestrian activity and have supported bond funding for trail construction, sidewalks and other pedestrian and bicycle facilities in the City and County; and 

Whereas, numerous benefits result from the bicycle and pedestrian activity including enhancing the health, well being and quality of life of our citizens and promoting community investment, economic growth and development; and 

  

Whereas, in the Parks & Recreation section of the latest Durham Citizen Satisfaction Survey (ETC Institute, Feb 2008, p. 43),  trails and greenways rank second only to parks as the item that should receive the most emphasis from city leaders over the next two years; and 

Whereas, the Durham Parks & Recreation Department has completed land acquisition for Phase II of the Pearsontown Trail, which would connect North Carolina Central University with the Hayti Heritage Center, and now is requesting funding for the planning and design of the trail; and 

Whereas, the Durham Parks & Recreation Department has completed land acquisition for Phase II of the West Ellerbee Creek Trail, which would connect West Durham neighborhoods and parks with the North Pointe Shopping Center and the rest of the North/South Greenway system, and is now requesting funding for the planning and design of the trail; and 

Whereas, the amount of funding requested for the West Ellerbee Creek Trail extension could be used as a match for a $411,000 grant from the NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund, which was obtained by the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association,  for stream restoration of West Ellerbee Creek; and 

Whereas, the General Services Department is requesting funding to upgrade the deteriorating section of the North/South Greenway system through Northgate Park; and 

Whereas, the aforementioned trails are recommended routes in the adopted 2001 Trails & Greenways Master Plan and 2006 Comprehensive Bicycle Transportation Plan; 

  

Now therefore, be it resolved that DOST recommends that the Durham City Council approves these requests from the Durham Parks & Recreation Department and incorporates funding for these requests in the CIP budget. 

	Adopted this __th day of March, 2008 
	
	

	_________________________ 
	
	

	Dan Clever, Chair 

Durham Open Space and Trails Commission 
	
	


