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Recommedations for Improving EMS Response on City Greenways
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1.
Paint mileage marks and unique trail codes on hard surface city greenway trails.  Paint mileage marks onto all city greenways, using thermal paint on asphalt, paint/stencil on concrete.  There should be a mileage mark for every quarter mile.  (Mileage marks for every half-mile have already been painted on the ATT.)  

A 3-letter trail code will be painted next to every mileage mark.   Each 3-letter code is unique to a specific trail (see chart).   It is expected that the trail user would give both the code and mileage number when calling 911.  For example, ATT 3.25 or RCT 0.75

For separate trails that are in the same greenway system (as identified by the master plan) and go in the same direction, it is recommended that the trail code and mileage reflect the whole system.  For example, the trails of the North/South Greenway (Downtown, Ellerbee Creek, South Ellerbee Creek, Stadium, Warren Creek) should use the trail code ‘NSG’ and a common mileage system, starting at the southern terminus (next to the ATT).  

For natural surface trails, mileage and trail code could be placed on signs every half-mile.

2.
Mileage marks for all trails shall start in one place and go upward in one direction.  Mile zero would be at a logical terminus, such as a terminating connection to another trail or the meeting place of two separate trails (see diagram).

3.
Paint intersecting street names onto all city greenways.  These will supplement the existing signage, where it is available.  Also paint the names of other features, such as bridges, park entrances, ramps and school driveways.   (Intersecting street names have already been applied to the ATT.).

4.
Each mileage mark/trail code, intersecting street, and other painted landmark will be geo-referenced using a GPS device.  These geo-references will be provided to Emergency Services, who have offered to load these data into their database.  Emergency Services has also offered to enter meta-data along with each geo-reference, such as nearby streets and best approaches for responders.   

The goal is that a trail user can give the mileage mark/trail code, the name of an intersection, or other identified landmark to 911.  911 dispatch would enter that data into their database, and see the specific location on their map, along with any textual information (meta-data).  The 911 dispatch would relay the location and additional data to the responders in the field. 

5.
The existing data on trailside signposts should be enhanced to provide more information to the trail user.  Many trails lack a sign or plaque telling the user which trail he/she is on.  (The ATT does have an identifying plaque on each signpost).   For instance, on the signpost at the intersection of the Downtown and South Ellerbee Creek Trails, there should be a small plaque that reads:  North/South Greenway:  South Ellerbee Creek Trail on one side of the signpost, and a plaque on the other side that says: North/South Greenway: Downtown Trail.   There are currently no sign posts at the south end of the Downtown Trail or on the Stadium Drive Trail. 

There should also be supplemental data informing the trail user about the trail code/mileage mark system when calling 911.  At the least, these could be placed on signposts at the entrances to trails or key intersections.   For example, a sign at the beginning of the ATT could read:   Use trail code ‘ATT’ and mileage mark when calling 911. 

6.
 Indicate the next major intersection.  Near each street intersection, the name of the next major street with directional arrow should be painted, perpendicular to the intersection street.   For example, at the ATT intersection with Enterprise Street, the name ‘Otis Street’ should be painted on the south side of and perpendicular to the Enterprise intersection with an arrow pointing south.  On the north side of the intersection, the name ‘Morehead Avenue’ should be painted with northward arrow. 
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