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	DURHAM

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission

	
	Durham City-County Planning Department ( 101 City Hall Plaza ( Durham, NC 27701



April 21, 2008

To:

Charlie Nelms, Chancellor, North Carolina Central University

From:

Daniel Clever, Chairman, Durham Open Space and Trails Commission

Subject:
2007 Campus Master Plan Update

The Durham Open Space and Trails (DOST) Commission is an advisory panel of appointed citizens and government leaders from both the City of Durham and the County of Durham.  DOST advises local government bodies as well as informs and gathers feedback from the general public on issues relating to open space and trails. 

 

We thank you for the opportunity to review the draft master plan update.  After reviewing this draft, we are delighted that there is considerable focus on safe and functional pedestrian and bicycle circulation.  We are also pleased that the plan places emphasis on improving and preserving open space on campus, despite the demand for more academic and residential building area.

 

We agree with faculty and administrators that walking and biking are excellent forms of exercise, and that they promote social interaction and psychological well-being.  These alternate forms of transit will also lessen demand for parking and automotive use on and around campus.  Incorporation of a connecting grid of multi-use paths, sidewalks, and bike lanes into the developing campus will certainly assist in fulfilling the critical objective of returning the campus to the students. 

 

Though the recommendations of this plan are comprehensive, we would like to make a few suggestions for incorporation into the update that could improve pedestrian and bicycle transit even more.

· The Pearsontown Trail connects the current southern border of campus (Nelson Street) with the Rocky Creek Trail and American Tobacco Trail to the south.  According to the adopted 2001 Durham Trails and Greenways Master Plan, this trail would eventually extend northward through campus and toward the Hayti Heritage Center.  Unfortunately this trail is not mentioned in the Campus Master Plan Update, and the existing portion between Burlington Avenue and Nelson Street disappears in the 2025 Future Phase map.  

We request the incorporation of the Pearsontown Trail into the Campus Master Plan Update.  It could be depicted as a multi-use trail that primarily uses existing and proposed bicycle & pedestrian paths within the plan area.  

This trail could serve as a key north-south bicycle and pedestrian route through campus that will also connect the campus to adjacent communities.  This trail could also serve as an off-road pedestrian connection to possible athletic facilities to the north of campus.

A cut-sheet and map of the trail are attached for reference.  The map shows the proposed trail following Cecil, Fayetteville and Lawson Streets, but that was only placed there due to the uncertainty of the route. 

· We are pleased that proposed bike lanes and a bike station from the adopted 2006 Durham Comprehensive Bicycle Transportation Plan were incorporated into the Master Plan Update.   We would also like to suggest the incorporation of bike lanes or sharrow markings along Formosa Avenue.  This would improve bicycle access to Otis Street, which connects to the American Tobacco Trail (ATT).  The trail intersection with Otis is only about 1500 feet away from the western edge of campus. The ATT provides students, faculty and staff a direct bicycle and pedestrian route to downtown Durham. 

· On the Bicycle Routes map, where the bike lanes and bike station are depicted, we recommend that multi-use paths or sidewalks within campus are also highlighted.  This would accentuate the connectivity of bike facilities within the planned campus. 

· According to Section III of the 2001 Durham Trails and Greenways Master Plan, the recommended minimum width of a multi-use trail, path or sidewalk (i.e. those safe for both pedestrian and bicycle use) is ten feet.  We would recommend that this design specification be mentioned in the Master Plan Update. 

 Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about our recommendations.  We would be happy to meet with you and to provide further information about trails and open space in Durham.

 

Sincerely,
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Daniel Clever

Chairman, Durham Open Space and Trails Commission
Cc:  Patrick Hannah, Director of Government and Community Relations, North Carolina Central University
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