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	DURHAM
	
2010

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
Wednesday, May 19th     7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Glenn Bowles, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Chuck Eilber, Bo Glenn, Deborah Morgan, Jason Nelson, Kristine Remlinger, Titania Roberson, Tom Stark, Will Wilson 

	Members Excused:
	Charlie Welch, Lisa Buckley, John Goebel, LaDawnna Summers, Dan Clever, Annette Montgomery

	Members Absent:
	Ellen Reckhow, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Mike Shiflett of ECWA and Open Space Committee, Greg Garneau of BPAC


I. Call to Order Chairman Tom Stark called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM

· Introductions

II. Approval of Minutes
· The April 2010 DOST minutes were unanimously approved, as amended per comments at the meeting.
III. Agenda Adjustments 

· Greg Garneau’s presentation of BPAC mapping was moved to the top of the agenda.
IV. New Business 

·  Presentation on the Durham Pedestrian Plan – Greg Garneau. 

· BPAC has the responsibility to create and maintain a Pedestrian Plan and a Bicycle Plan. 
· A year ago, the Pedestrian Committee decided to create online maps of the planned pedestrian improvements and progress toward reaching them, using Google Maps for this purpose. Using formatted spreadsheets, they were able to automate much of the creation of the map elements. One map shows progress on implementation of the sidewalk components of the DurhamWalks! Pedestrian Plan. If you view the map using Google Earth (which requires a separate software installation), you can zoom in and out and view the various sections interactively. The Committee made a similar map of intersections that are identified as needing pedestrian improvements in the Pedestrian Plan.

· Deborah Morgan asked how the map will be kept up-to-date. People who browse the map online can submit comments which will be received by the Committee.

· There is a similar map showing the Priority A projects included in the Durham Bicycle Plan.

· The Ped Committee also mapped the location of all pedestrian crashes in the Durham County for the past six years. The Crash map was released in a coordinated manner, along with meetings with City Council and County Commissioners. It will hopefully be as the basis to petition elected leaders for more funding for pedestrian improvements.
· Links to all of these maps can be found on the BPAC website, at  http://www.bikewalkdurham.org/BPAC_maps.html
V. Committee Reports

Open Space Committee – (Josie Owen) 

· attached below
Education Committee – (Chuck Eilber)

· Chuck Eilber and Jason Nelson met with Greg Schuster of the County Open Space and real Estate department. Discussed environmental education programs. DOST may be able to help with that connection to the schools. Students from schools within the area have done a lot of work around New Hope Creek. 
· Deborah suggested getting students at Burton Elementary school involved with trail work near that school.

· Jason said that DOST can act as the catalyst to make schools aware of nearby trails and ways they can be involved in improving them.

· Helen recommended contacting Chris Shepard of the Parks and Recreation Dept regarding similar initiatives.
Matching Grants Committee
· No meeting this month.
Trails Committee – (Kelly Bryant)

· The committee reviewed the updated interlocal agreement and annual report.
· Looked at information they have on neighborhood associations and other groups interested in trails.

· Secured information from Parks and Rec on the application to request new trails, and instructions for how to fill it out correctly, and also have compiled information on renaming existing trails. (e.g. the “Bronto Trail”)

· Talked about sending a Thank You letter to Gov. Perdue for trying to maintain budget for open space and parks in NC.

· Deborah reports that General Services has agreed to provide two 15-foot telephone poles to use as supports for the little bridge over the creek near the new Kelly Bryant Bridge. 

· Participated in the May 15, 2010 opening ceremony for the new connector trail from South St and Lawson St to the ATT. Work was done by Triangle Rails to Trails.
·  Discussed getting volunteers from NCCU who would like to help DOST. Titania Roberson will act as liaison.

· Deborah followed up with Rosetta Radtke regarding a section of trail as the R. Kelly Bryant Bridge trail.

· Helen showed a copy of the soon-to-be-published Durham Bike & Hike Map. 

· NC-147 Bridge will not be completed until August. Railings are going to be replaced. Trails Committee is preparing for the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Development Review Committee (Helen Youngblood)
· The ATT Phase E Major Use Special Permit was approved.
· The 751 Assemblage plan will go to County Commissioners for consideration in June. Glenn asked about the reversal of the Planning Staff’s recommendation to deny the application. The applicant has made some revisions to address the concerns. Extensive discussion of the details of the process. 
· Reviewed a major site plan for an Ultimate Frisbee facility near Hamlin and Raleigh Road in Eastern Durham. 
Finance Committee  (Deborah Morgan)

· Did not meet as a committee.
· Deborah met with Dan Jewell regarding lessons learned on the 3rd Fork Creek trail. 

· Deborah looked at the city manager’s budget presentation. Employee health insurance costs going up, manager is proposing a property tax rate hike.
VI. Old Business

· There was further discussion of the proposal to add a requirement for developers to build trails, similar to the requirements for sidewalks. Developers would have the option to put money in escrow for other trail development. This requirement would apply to developments that abut trail corridors identified on the Trails master plan. The chairman of Dost will draft a letter  describing this proposal.
VII. Other Updates

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Toby Berla) 

· Durham Bike Map – a draft is available for DOST members to review and comment.
· Bike to Work Week Events are under way.
· Recreation Advisory Commission (Deborah Morgan) 

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John Goebel)

· Discussed trail map.
· Earth Day (Helen Youngblood)

· Lots of public interest in trails, maps, and neighborhood groups.

· Might want to share a location with BPAC next year.

· Interlocal Agreement (Helen Youngblood)

· Was renewed. 

· Should review our by-laws to make sure they are aligned with the revised agreement, and consider having more at-large (rather than ward) positions.

VIII. Other New Business

· Panther Creek and Beltline. Helen met with Sheila Huggins and the new Norfolk & Southern Railroad representative Steve Bray. Railroad representative seemed receptive to the idea of transferring the Beltline. Helen showed him some of the segments in question. Negotiations will continue with the railroad. 
· Josie requested a petition circulated by DOST thanking the Governor for her continued support for open space. Josie will send a draft to the chairman.

· Helen visited at the Chatham County section of the ATT. This section appears to be heavily used, by a wide variety of users. Helen also reported on usage of the Burton Creek trails. Local people there are actively using and maintaining the trails.
IX. Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously at 8:56 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Toby Berla, DOST Secretary.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
Open Space Committee report

Welcome Mike Shiflett as new Ad Hoc member of the Open Space subcommittee.

Work continues on our process for evaluating land that is potentially for purchase for preservation as open space.

The first DUOSP Advisory Committee meeting: 

DURHAM URBAN OPEN SPACE PLAN

DUOSP Advisory Committee   1st Meeting

Monday 17 May 2010

Committee Membership  n=15


TRY - Earl Boone


RW Emerson Landscape - Rob Emerson


Southside Neighborhood Association - George



Ray Eurquhart


NCCU - Starla Huggins


Blue Devil Partners - Duane Marks


Downtown Durham Inc. - Melilssa Muir


Duke University - Channa Pickett - 


Ellerbe Creek Watershed Assoc. - Diana Teeten


Self Help - Sarah Wolff


Cline Design - John Wood


Open Space - 5 positions 



Will, Bo, glen, LaDawnna, Josie

Staff Team   n=12

Economic and Workforce Development - Peter Coyle

Economic and Workforce Development - Joy Mickie-Walker

Real Estate - Donna Lunsford

Real Estate and Open Space - Jane Korest

Stormwater - Sandra Wilbur

Parks and Recreation - Rosetta Radke

Parks and Recreation - Beth Timson

Urban Forestry - Alex Johnson / Kevin Lilley

Planning - 4 Planners


Keith Luck, Helen Youngblood, Aaron Caine, Anne Kramer

DOWN TOWN OPEN SPACE SITE VISIT

1.  Judicial Building at Church Street

2.  Trinity Methodist Church

3.  Rotary Park

4.  Orange Street

5.  Civic Center Plaza

6.  Foster Street Planting Strip

7.  CCB Plaza

8.  Woolworth Site

9.  Lucky Strike Tower

10. West Village Courtyard

FUNCTIONS

1.  Enhances/protects natural environment/feature

2.  Creates recreational opportunity

3.  Creates a social gathering space

4.  Venue for public art

5.  Publicly accessible

6.  Is or permits cultural amenity

7.  Provides visual or aesthetic relief 



from the built environment

8.  Provides connectivity for pedestrians

9.  Transition active and passive uses

10.  Land designated by an existing plan

11.  Adjacent to other public space

12.  Enhances public amenity

13.  Is visible from the public realm/ROW

GROUND RULES

-  Bimonthly meetings on the 3rd Monday of the month with the next meeting being July 19th from 4pm-5:30pm

-  citizens are welcome to attend and observe.  if they want to give comments or feedback it should be through staff or members outside of the meeting time.

- draft plan will be submitted to DOST and the Planning Commission

-  public hearings will be held

-  presented to City Council (BCC?)  January 2012
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