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	DURHAM
	
2010

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
Wednesday, June 16th     7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Glenn Bowles, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Dan Clever, John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Deborah Morgan, Ellen Reckhow, Titania Roberson, David Sokol, Tom Stark, LaDawnna Summers, Clay Swenson, Will Wilson

	Members Excused:
	Lisa Buckley, Jason Nelson, Josie Owens, Chuck Eilber,

	Members Absent:
	Bo Glenn, Charlie Welch, Mike Woodard, Kristine Remlinger

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood, Jane Korest (Durham County Open Space)

	Guests Present:
	Mike Shiflett


I. Call to Order Chairman Tom Stark called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

· Introductions

II. Approval of Minutes
· The May 2010 DOST minutes were unanimously approved, as amended per comments at the meeting.
· corrections – March date was mistakenly used 

· add that Greg Garneau offered to help with maps, include his email address

III. Agenda Adjustments 

IV. Committee Reports

Open Space Committee – (Will Wilson) 

· Reviewed the property evaluation form Jane Korest prepared.
· Reviewed the first draft of the financial evaluation form.
· The committee has been asked to address the Panther Creek Rail Trail. Proposed acquisition in East Durham. State and local funds have dried up in last two years. It might make sense to concentrate limited open space acquisition funding on Little River Reservoir, which is the source of Durham’s drinking water. East Durham is short on recreational opportunities. Phase 1 would connect the existing Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) land to Burton Road. There are five parcels of property on the south side of the creek within the proposed Phase 1 area. One of them, near the western end of the ACE property, is for sale now, asking $125,000. We might be able to get funding from Raleigh’s Falls Lake protection fund, with matching funding from Triangle Rails to Trails. TRTT’s board voted to support this effort. The Committee made a motion asking DOST to express support for Durham County Open Space giving a high priority to acquiring properties that adjoin the Panther Creek Rail Trail. Motion passed unanimously. 
· The committee is considering acquisition of another property in Eastern Durham county, near ACE land on Lick Creek and the intersection of Wake Forest Hwy and Southview Rd. (ask Jane for map to insert in minutes here). 217 acres in two adjoining properties. This was brought to our attention by the Trust for Public Land, which has the property under contract. TPL facilitates deals for land preservation, and has secured $300,000 in Raleigh UNFWE funds for the acquisition. We may be able to get private non-profit funding from the Triangle Adult Soccer League, which is looking for a place to build a 5-field soccer complex. TASL would buy about 30 acres within the 128-acre parcel shown in yellow on the map and develop the parking facilities. We are also working on getting $900K from the Clean Water Trust, which could be reduced by the amount the county contributes. This would allow for  more consideration of LID design of the fields. A question was raised regarding the impact of soccer fields and lighting on beech bottom area near the creek. Is there a better location for the fields? The Committee made a motion for DOST to express support for participation by the county in pursuing joint acquisition of the 128-acre property described above, subject to certain design considerations which will help to preserve the natural characteristics of the property. Motion passed.
Education Committee – (Chuck Eilber)

· did not meet
Matching Grants Committee
· Did not meet this month. Funding has been zeroed again for the coming fiscal year.
· The Maplewood Park, redeveloped with a matching grant, will officially open on June 28.
Trails Committee – (Kelly Bryant)

· Wrote a letter to Michael Hughes to request participation in the planning for the opening ceremony, slated for September 2010. 

· Discussed trail clean-up of the Burton Trail on the south side. 

· Adopt-a-Trail Grant. Deborah reported on the status of our grant application. Approved by the state, funding is subject to appropriations of funds. Money would be used to clean up a nature trail near Campus Hills Park.

· John is in touch with a group that is working on starting a community garden near Briggs Ave. They are planning to build demonstration gardens, trails, etc, using a $250,000 grant. John will present more details at a future DOST meeting. 
· Helen mentioned that the Durham Hike & Bike Map is at the printer now. Copies of the map will be available at the Eno River Festival. 
Development Review Committee (Annette Montgomery)
· The Committee is seeing an uptick in new plans to review. 

· Sierra Phase II plan. Near Earthquake Creek and Doc Nichols Road. Rezoning happened in 2005. Plan has been resubmitted with some changes. There are lots of creeks and stormwater issues. 

Finance Committee  (Deborah Morgan)

· The Committee decided to continue to meet quarterly. 
· Discussed the proposal to get developers to fund trail building when there is a designated trail in the approved trails master plan for that property. This is the method Cary has used to get many miles of trail built. 

· The City Park and Recreation Department has expressed concern about building a patchwork system of unconnected trails. This could be dealt with by stipulating that the city/county does not have to accept every trail that is built. 
V. New Business 

· DOST Retreat planning. Deborah moved to have the July meeting on the normal date, with food, to hold elections and to plan the retreat. 
VI. Old Business

· Urban Open Space Plan. Committee members are doing their homework assignment: visiting a series of properties to assess how they work as urban open spaces. 
· BPAC. Duke Chiller Plant development plan. Joe Davis and the plan to add shoulders to roadways for bicycle use. 
· RAC. Considering making changes to level of service at various parks in order to cut maintenance costs. There was discussion about how to clarify the relationship of DOST, RAC, and the Park and Rec Dept. Ellen recommends that we bring these issues to the attention of elected officials and the city manager. Tom proposed that we discuss this further at the next DOST meeting. New timeline for completion of the ATT I-40 bridge is January 2012, Third Fork Creek either December 2010 or May 2011. 
· New Hope Creek Advisory Committee. John reports that the boardwalks are mostly holding up well through the flooding. Trying to get the trails in shape in advance of the new Chapel Hill park opening near Githens Middle School.
VII. Other Updates

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Toby Berla) 

· Recreation Advisory Commission (Deborah Morgan) 

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John Goebel)

VIII. Other New Business

IX. Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was moved, seconded, and approved unanimously at 9:02 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Toby Berla, DOST Secretary.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
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