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	DURHAM
	
2010

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
Wednesday, January 20th     7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Glenn Bowles, Lisa Buckley, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Dan Clever, Chuck Eilber, John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Deborah Morgan, Josie Owen, Ellen Reckhow, Titania Roberson, David Sokal, Tom Stark, LaDawanna Summers, Charlie Welch, Will Wilson

	Members Excused:
	Bo Glenn

	Members Absent:
	Kristine Remlinger, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood, Jane Korest, Greg Schuster, Beth Timson

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Tom Stark called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM

II. Approval of Minutes

Approval of the December 2009 meeting minutes was deferred until the next DOST meeting.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - accepted with adjustments.
IV. New Business 

· Presentation by Jane Korest – Falls Lake Master Plan, created in 1981. The area is owned by Army Corps of Engineers. Not updated since then. City has grown closer to Falls Lake since then. Corps has hired a consulting agency to assist in preparing an update. Jane invited to attend one of two open houses, scheduled for January 26 in Raleigh, and January 27 at the Durham East Regional Library, 5:00-7:00 pm. Information on the planning process, and how to submit comments: http://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Recreation/Master%20Plan/Falls%20Lake/index.htm. ACE does not manage its own land, but leases it out for management by other organizations. Wildlife Resources Commission manages a lot of the land as either permanent or interim game lands. Other possible uses: trail development, park land, etc. Must make these requests now, before the master plan is updated and the interim lands are designated as permanent game lands. Beth Timson of Durham Parks and Recreation has been in discussion with the ACE regarding the existing recreation land. Suggest that DOST point out the places where future trails connect to this land. Helen suggested the possibility of creating a primitive camping site for users of the Mountains to Sea Trail. Beth envisions adventure programming on this land, as opposed to any sort of permanent recreation improvements. Jane and Tom mentioned trying to provide continued access to equestrian users. Discussion of ATV use, which is happening now. DOST should formulate comments by the next meeting. Open Space Committee will try to meet a week in advance of the February meeting. OSC needs a list of approved trails from the Trails Committee. Deborah suggested requesting a swap of management areas.
· Presentation by Beth Timson – Twin Lakes Park in Eastern Durham County. Zoned as a subdivision, but current owner wishes to sell 24 acres to the north of the park. City Council has approved applying for a matching grant from the NC Parks Trust Fund to assist with the purchase price. Impact fee money would be used. Land was farmed, and has scrub pine on most of it. Would plan to put some athletic fields, create a sustainable park site – avoid water run-off. Could we use the $300,000 of impact fees for Panther Creek? Could we use the impact fee money to repurpose the $2 million in SAFETEA-LU grants? $250,000 allocated for Zone 2 must be used by the end of 2010 calendar year. County funds should be able to help with Panther Creek funding. Beth will check whether it must be spent or just committed. Maintenance cost – would have five years before any development was required. Might be able to coordinate construction with local athletic leagues. Concerns about intensive development. George moved to support the acquisition. Toby and Ellen requested adding language to the motion in support of low-impact development if the property is acquired. Josie voiced concern about continuing to acquire property that has been identified on existing plans. Toby moved that DOST support the land acquisition, and request Parks and Rec modify its application to include less intense recreational development. Substitute motion carries (not unanimously). 
· Status of CIP projects. Detailed questions about several projects. 
V. Committee Reports

Open Space Committee – (Josie Owen) 

· Jane covered most of what the committee discussed at its meeting. Urban Open Space Plan is under discussion. Committee plans to hike some of the properties included in the East Durham Open Space Plan. Will invite DOST membership. Request participation in the ACE Falls Lake master plan update.
Education Committee – (Chuck Eilber)

· Chuck agreed to be appointed the chair of the committee. Met to discuss the following topics: Ed Committee coordinates public contact at events (Eno River Festival, Centerfest, etc.). Updated maps are needed for distribution. Website needs to be updated – John Goebel to meet with Andrew Edmonds to hand over maintenance. Suggestions for new ways to be in touch with public: tables at Farmers Market. Get local public and private groups – adopting a park or trail, Boy Scouts community service projects, fraternity or sorority service projects. Find ways to reflect the discussions and decisions from DOST and to communicate that information to the public.
Matching Grants Committee – (Annette Montgomery)
· On sabbatical.
Trails Committee – (Kelly Bryant)

· Received a request regarding a park near Avondale drive, referred to Parks and Rec Dept. 

· Community meeting planned regarding the new Kelly Bryant ped bridge over NC-147. February 9, 7 pm, at T A Grady Center.
· Eno River workday planned. 

· Naming of the Bronto Trail. Proposed name: Westcott Bronto Trail. Mr. Westcott was behind the original creation of the dinosaur trail. Dan Clever attended a community meeting where the proposal was discussed. Overlay name; not a full renaming. They want to put commemorative signs at either end (Northgate dog park and W. Murray Ave), and additional signs with interpretive/historical information on them. Moved and seconded to support the overlay name. Passed without objection.
· Dan: $5,000 grant for maps, needs to be spent by May. Proposed to add trail information to the bike map being created by BPAC; Dale McKeel requested a DOST representative to the group working on the map. $3,000 of the money is in-kind grant. $2,000 could be used for copying, etc. Deborah moved that we support that use of the money, with Toby and Dan as liaisons. Seconded. Passed without objection.
Development Review Committee (Annette Montgomery, Helen Youngblood)
· Helen presented the 751 Assemblage site plan. Detailed questions about the plan. Possible school site: up to 150,000 sq ft floor area. On the natural heritage inventory area. Next step: staff is finalizing comments. Then to Planning Commission, and elected bodies. 
Finance Committee  (Deborah Morgan)

· Did not meet. Please review the financial information Deborah sent by email.
VI. Other Updates

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Toby Berla) 

· Recreation Advisory Commission (Deborah Morgan) 

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John Goebel)

VII. Old Business

· ATT Phase E will be coming up for a Major Special Use Permit. Passes through the buffer along I-40. Would be useful for a DOST representative to appear before City Council to support the permit.
· Deborah would like to discuss the status of the Panther Creek Trail. Tom proposed to include it on next month’s agenda.
VIII. Other New Business

· Appointments. Will and Glenn – interested in being re-appointed? 
IX. Adjournment

Motion was moved/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:13 PM. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Toby Berla, DOST Secretary.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
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