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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, May 20th    7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, Andrew Edmonds, John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Titiana Roberson, LaDawnna Summers, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch, Will Wilson

	Members Excused:
	Lisa Buckley, Josie Owen, Ellen Reckhow , Mike Woodard

	Members Absent:
	Esau Eatman, Bo Glenn, Annette Montgomery

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Aaron Cain


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
April 2009 meeting minutes (with corrections) were moved/seconded and approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments – accepted with changes.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee – Did not meet this month.  George mentioned that an opportunity exists to move the Urban Open Space plan up the Planning Department’s priority work list (it’s currently pegged at #19) – because of the stormwater regulations “doughnut hole”, and because of a UDO revision with respect to a downtown zoning update.

Education Committee (Andrew) – The committee focused on developing a “show and tell” presentation to offer neighborhood groups.  Other commissioners are encouraged to offer ideas on what is most important to promote to these groups, the first of which we will soon be meeting.

Matching Grants Committee- Did not meet this month.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – Kelly asked if Dan would author a follow-up letter to NCCU regarding the Pearsontown Trail, which was addressed in a March 2009 letter 1.  The bridge over NC147 is finally scheduled to be replaced.  Kelly noticed a lot of trash near the southern bridge entrance. Helen said the Impact Team 2 should haul off this garbage.  The Trails Committee is planning to tour the area at 10am on June 6.  Dan reported that the Planning Department has taken GPS recordings from the ATT and Riddle Trail and that the data will soon be uploaded to the E911 system.

Development Review Committee (Helen) – Helen presented one commercial plan to the Commission: a property along Camden Avenue 3 and Goose Creek would necessitate two bridges on a parcel that is mostly floodplain.  ECWA believes the parcel has high value with respect to stormwater control to Falls Lake.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Did not meet this month.

V.  OTHER UPDATES

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Toby) – Question over whether BPAC will pay for CenterFest booth this year.

· Recreation Advisory Commission (Deborah) – Deborah raised several issues discussed at the past RAC meeting: (a) feasibility of transferring railroad corridor funds from one project to another (ie, 501 Corridor to Panther Creek), (b) utilizing private help to develop primitive trails, (c) replacement of NC147 bridge, (d) impact fees were 30% of expectation, and (e) the City pools are set to open June 13.  Deborah will confirm with Beth Timson over what will happen to Pearsontown Trail if there isn’t enough money to construct it this year (will it just get pushed down the list, or will DOST have to re-lobby for its inclusion in the budget?). 

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John) – John reported that: (a) there are plans to improve access to the loop trial behind Githens Middle School, (b) the Hollow Rock plan is in its final revision, and (c) Jeff Fisher, of Unique Places LLC, has taken out an option on the old Hollow Rock store and will be raising money to move it to a new location within the new park.

· Dan asked committee members to bring a list of goals to next month’s meeting.  Focus on achievements and challenges.  Also, elections will be held in July, so the Dan asked the Nominations Committee to convene.  Dan and Bo have both served their maximum-allowed continuous service as Chair and Vice Chair, and Andy is leaving the Commission and his post as Secretary.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

· Panther Creek (Deborah and LaDawnna) – Strategic brainstorming sessions held April 20 and May 11.  City representatives Beth Timson (Parks and Recreation Assistant Director of Park Planning) and Mark Ahrendsen (Public Works Transportation Manager) attended the second meeting.  Some amount of urgency exists if we are to move the $2M of federal money from the 501 Corridor to Panther Creek, as the transportation bill expires September 30.  (George will investigate if Congressman Price could stick the $2M in the reauthorization.)  Durham has at least two other abandoned corridors to which the money could be transferred – Trent Street and the ‘Mullinax Trail” off the Duke Beltline.  LaDawnna wants to see DOST issue a resolution to City Council to make sure that some rail project is authorized, so that we don’t lose this federal funding, which is earmarked for rail to trail projects.
VII. NEW BUSINESS

· EEUDO Update (Aaron Cain, Senior Planner) – Aaron presented a report on the Environmental Enhancements to the City’s UDO, detailing its development from August 2008 to the present.  Planners have focused on four primary areas of interest: (1) sedimentation and erosion control, (2) water quality and stream buffers, (3) mass grading, clearing, and other site preparation, and (4) tree protection and preservation.  Learn more about the process and outcomes from the project website.4
· Smart Growth (George) – George reported his favorable impression (and handed out slides) of a presentation at the Summit on Smart Growth Development by Cara Crisler.  Learn more at the Active Living by Design website 5.
· Earth Day – well-attended.  BPAC had 60+ clients at their Bike Valet.
· John informed us that Kelly was interviewed by WUNC’s Frank Stasio and will be heard at noon on the June 22 edition of The State of Things.
VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded, approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 PM

List of hyperlinks used in this document:

1. http://www.bikewalkdurham.org/dost/DOST_Resolutions/DOST_Resolutions_2008_NCCU_MasterPlan.doc

2. http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/solid/impact.cfm

3. http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=2000+camden+ave+durham+nc&sll=36.026837,-78.863318&sspn=0.00885,0.019226&gl=us&ie=UTF8&ll=36.024911,-78.866451&spn=0.008851,0.02738&t=h&z=16

4. http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/planning/udo_environmental_enhancements.cfm
5. http://activelivingbydesign.org/
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