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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, June 17th    7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Glenn Bowles, Lisa Buckley, Dan Clever, Andrew Edmonds, John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Annette Montgomery, Titiana Roberson, LaDawnna Summers, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch

	Members Excused:
	George Brine, Bo Glenn, Josie Owen, Will Wilson

	Members Absent:
	Esau Eatman, Ellen Reckhow, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood, Jane Korest

	Guests Present:
	none


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
May 2009 meeting minutes (with corrections) were moved/seconded and approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments – accepted with changes.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

· Hollow Rock – Jane Korest spoke about ongoing planning of the Hollow Rock Access Area at New Hope Preserve off Erwin Road.  Final plans will be submitted to county officials this fall, although there is no set timetable for its completion, as the Orange County side of the park has all of the amenities but no available funding.  Volunteer are ready to start laying trails and possibly work on the three of four bridges that will not require intense engineering.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee – No one was present to offer a report; however, Jane said $550K is in next year’s budget for the County Open Space office.

Education Committee (Andrew) – Upcoming challenges include transferring the website update process to Toby and Deborah; having timely information on trails for community and neighborhood groups; and creating content for the website.  Annette suggested that Commissioners been given the ability to update the DOST website with links to timely stories and information of interest.

Matching Grants Committee- Did not meet this month.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – The committee was to have met at the NC-147 bridge on June 6, but did not.  They will meet at a later date.  Latest plans of Pearsontown Trail show it connecting through NCCU across O’Kelly Field – DOST needs to contact the school to better understand this change.  Tyler Waring of the Planning Department is finalizing a countywide trail map.

Development Review Committee (Annette) – Status and comments on new site plan submittals to the Land Development Office are available through an online access portal.1  A list of projects that have come before the Development Review Board can be found on the Planning Department website, here.2
Finance Committee (Deborah) – Currently in support mode for the Trails Committee.  Finance could use more Commissioners on the committee!

VI.  OTHER UPDATES

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Toby) – Pages are being added to the BPAC website to allow Dale McKeel to track BPAC-related projects.  DOST could consider doing something similar for trails and open space projects.  LaDawnna stressed that this input from the City/County would not be a “nice to have” dataset, but rather is imperative for our ability to function properly as an advisory board.  She suggested making a formal request to obtain status tracking.  It was suggested that DOST needs a staff liaison in the General Services department, just as we have one in both Parks and Recreation and the Planning Departments.  In other news, BPAC will pay this year’s $135 fee for CenterFest.  BPAC will also be in conversation with NCCU over access. 

· Recreation Advisory Commission (Deborah) – Stimulus money for 3rd Fork Creek is on track. 

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John) – Greg Schuster will be leading trails hikes of the New Hope in the near future.

· Farmland Preservation – Bo was not present.
VII. OLD BUSINESS (continued)

· Panther Creek (Deborah and LaDawnna) – LaDawnna presented a slide show of information about the opportunity for transferring $2M of the 2005 Federal SafeTEA-LU Bill from the Duke Beltline project to the Panther Creek trail.  Without a Project Agreement in place by September 30, we are at risk to lose this rail-trail funding.  A motion was made/seconded, approved to issue a resolution which recommends to City Council and County Board “that staff resources be prioritized to protect these funds by putting into place a Project Agreement with NCDOT as expediently as possible for a Panther Creek Rail Trail project.” [Clever abstained].
VIII. NEW BUSINESS

· Eno Festival – sign up sheets passed around.
· July Retreat – tentative plans made to convene at Tom’s house.
· Nominations Committee – Kelly, Dan, and Titiana will serve on the committee and look for nominees.  The positions of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Secretary are all open this year.
IX. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded, approved to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 PM

List of hyperlinks used in this document:

1. http://ldo.durhamnc.gov/durham/ldo_web/ldo_main.aspx?fn=LR_ABOUT&sid=

2. http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/planning/drb/sp_pp_sub_schedule.cfm

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
6-17-09
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