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	DURHAM
	
2009

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, January 21st    7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla , Glenn Bowles, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Dan Clever, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn, John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Deborah Morgan, Josie Owen, Tom Stark, Ellen Reckhow, LaDawanna Summers, Will Wilson

	Members Excused:
	George Brine, Charlie Welch

	Members Absent:
	Lisa Buckley, Paula Childers, Dick Mentock, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Leslie Kennedy, Sue Grayson, Gus Grayson 


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
December 2008 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - accepted with additions
IV. OLD BUSINESS – ATT Phase “E”

· Dan synopsized a meeting held January 14 between several DOST commissioners, City/County employees, and representatives from the NC Horse Council and NCDOT:  

1. Tom Norman of the NCDOT surprised the DOST members by stating he felt the NCDOT would sign off on an agreement that did not include paving the trail.

2. Mr. Norman also stated that tree protection is a priority.

3. Many variations of how best to accommodate equestrian users were discussed.

· Leslie Kennedy and Sue Grayson – both NC Horse Council board members – offered their views and optimal outcomes.  In a letter delivered to DOST by Ms. Kennedy, the NC Horse Council wrote for support of a dual-surface (10 feet of asphalt for bicyclists, 6 feet of “unpaved, granite-screenings surface” for equestrians and others) trail extending from the Chatham County line northward to Massey Chapel Road.  Verbally, they stated they would prefer no asphalt, but that they were amenable to other surface treatment choices, provided that equestrian use would continue to be allowed.

· Helen stated that the Phase E project might go over budget.  HOV lanes will need to be added within 10 years to I-40 and the City may decide to lengthen the span of the pedestrian bridge now, adding more cost.  Glen suggested that, therefore, a more natural – and cheaper – trail surface could be a selling point.  Ellen reminded the Commission that the original ATT Plan called for a natural surface for section between I-40 and the county line, because of its rural quality.  She believes the portion of the trail south of Scott King Road still retains this rural character.

· A motion was moved/seconded and unanimously approved to recommend to the NCDOT and City officials a dual-surface trail from the Chatham County line northward to Scott King Road.
· A motion was moved/seconded, and approved to support equestrian access from the Chatham County line northward to Massey Chapel Road. [NAY: Montgomery]
· A motion was moved/seconded, and unanimously approved to recommend to the NCDOT and City officials a dual-surface trail from the Scott King Road to Massey Chapel Road; and to instruct these officials to return to this body if budget concerns present themselves on either section.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (Josie) – Last weekend, Jane Korest led a hike of the 50-acre Goldston tract off NC 98 in East Durham.  It is an attractive property, but the committee decided not to make it a purchase priority.  Still, the implementation of the East Durham Open Space Plan is long overdue.  Therefore, two additional hikes are scheduled: (a) January 25, LaDawnna will lead a hike of the Panther Creek rail line, (b) February 15, Jane will lead a hike of the Promethius tract.

At Monday’s Board of County Commissioners meeting, both Jane’s Open Space budget and the Matching Grants Program were completely eliminated for fiscal year 2008-09.

Josie also noted that the Urban Open Space Plan is not listed on the Planning Department’s top 20 list of priority future projects.

Education Committee (Andrew) – The City wants to hold an Earth Month full of activities in April; the committee is considering ideas.  Emily Weinstein will author a short article for the DOST website on her book, Saving Magic Places, which is about the future Hollow Rock park.  Work continues on filling in the gaps of the Durham County neighborhood map; in production is a “DOST road show”, which we will take to neighborhood association meetings.  Finally, the committee generated goals for 2009. 

Matching Grants Committee- (Annette) – Grant winners were selected, but no matching grants will be disbursed since the funding has been cut by the BOCC.  $75,000 were returned from an Eno River grant; it is uncertain what will happen to this money.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – A representative from Partnership for a Healthy Durham will soon come speak to DOST.  The committee is prioritizing Panther Creek trail on the master plan.  The committee requests a representative from either Parks and Rec or General Services to join them.  Josie added that the Brookline trail in the Duke Park neighborhood along I-85 is unprotected from automobile travel and that residents are asking for bollards to be put in place.

Development Review Committee (Helen) – Helen briefly mentioned two properties, one a Herndon Road school site and one a church site near the intersection of MLK and Fayetteville.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Deborah continues to press City personnel in the Finance Department for information on trail construction costs, etc.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

· LaDawnna developed a DOST Annual Administrative Calendar to help each committee track budget cycles, annual events, and other obligations that require attention every year.

· Helen provided three trail updates: (a) the East Coast Greenway grant cycle closes February 2, (b) the City has received three bids on the NC 147 bridge, and (c) in light of stalled talks with Norfolk Southern over the acquisition of the Duke Beltline, staff is looking into whether funding can be switched to a new project, such as the Panther Creek rail line.

· A motion was moved/seconded, and unanimously approved to elect Andrew Edmonds to the position of Secretary.

· Funding has been completely cut by the BOCC during fiscal year 2008-09 for both the Durham County Open Space and Real Estate Division’s property acquisitions and the DOST Matching Grants Program.  This 100% reduction stands in contrast to the 3% across-the-board cuts being implemented throughout the rest of the county budget.  Ellen (who did not vote with the majority) stated that these programs are easy targets, as they are not obligated funds.  

It is a great disappointment, especially when considering that both of the programs successfully leverage their budgets.  Jane Korest’s $550,000-$750,000 annual budget has brought in millions of dollars of external grant funding (Triangle Land Conservancy, Trust for Public Land, Wake Count, etc) to preserve over 1000 acres in the last four years.  Similarly, the Matching Grants Program – by definition – doubles its funding (at the very least) with privately-raised monies.

Ellen said she received a verbal commitment from the County Manager that, barring a financial meltdown, funding to these programs would be restored, at a higher level, for fiscal year 2009-10.

A motion was moved/seconded and unanimously approved to direct the Chair to write a letter to the County Manager regarding our great disappointment over the loss of funding for the Open Space and Matching Grants programs.

· The NC Wildlife Resources Commission wishes to overturn a 140-year state ban on Sunday hunting (see the December 1, 2008 North Carolina Register for the text of their proposal).  Several DOST Commissioners expressed safety concerns for hikers using trails on Sundays.

A motion was moved/seconded, and approved to oppose hunting on Sundays.

· A motion was moved/seconded, and unanimously approved to re-appoint Bo Glenn, Annette Montgomery, and Tom Stark to one additional three-year term extension.
· Bo discussed a farmland seminar sponsored by the Farmland Protection Program.  It will be held January 31 from 9-2pm at the Bahama Ruritan Club and will focus on sustainable agriculture practices, conservation easements, and developing a business plan.

VII. Adjournment

Motion was moved/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:24 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
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