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	DURHAM
	
2009

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, February 18th     7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Glenn Bowles, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Lisa Buckley, Dan Clever, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn, John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Deborah Morgan, Josie Owen, Titiana Roberson, Tom Stark, Ellen Reckhow, LaDawnna Summers, Charlie Welch, Will Wilson, Mike Woodard

	Members Excused:
	

	Members Absent:
	Paula Childers, Dick Mentock

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Kate Dixon, Jane Korest, Beth Timson; Vanessa Meer, Krista Hozyash


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
January 2009 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved with corrections.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - accepted with adjustments.
IV. New Business

· County CIP / 2011 Bond – Jane Korest, Administrator of the Durham County Open Space and Real Estate Division 1, offered a presentation about the Open Space & Farmland Protection Program.  Her office has been extremely successful in leveraging their annual budget to acquire funding partners for multiple projects.  Since 2005, this office has preserved over 2000 acres using a combination of $3M Durham County dollars and over $9M of external monies.  Jane asked for the help of DOST in supporting the 2011 bond, which possibly will include $10M for open space acquisition and farmland preservation.  Annette informed the Commission that the County is considering hiring the Trust for Public Land 2 as a consultant to help build public support for the bond referendum.

· Mountains to Sea Trail – Kate Dixon, Executive Director of the NC Mountains to Sea Trail 3, asked for DOST support in obtaining funding for a 100-foot steel bridge to connect portions of the Mountains to Sea Trail.  The bridge would cross Lick Creek (near Falls Lake) between Patterson and Santee Roads 4, and is a shovel-ready project for consideration under the Federal Stimulus Package bill.  $75K is already committed by NCDENR; another $150K is requested and would be processed by the NCDOT through DCHC-MPO 5 TIP funding.  A motion was moved/seconded and approved to endorse the bridge project through a letter to the Metropolitan Planning Organization and directly to the NCDOT [ABSTENTION: Clever].  Suggestions for letter content included an attached map, a discussion of the trail mileage on either side, that the bridge would be built with US steel, and that it would replace a lost bridge 6.
V. Committee Reports

Open Space Committee (Josie) – Prometheus tract hike with Jane Korest scheduled for March 14.  LaDawnna presented a very thorough analysis of the Planning Department’s Work Plan for items related to the DOST Commission and offered a draft resolution for prioritizing tasks.  Most of the recommendations were made to items concerning urban open space and impervious surfaces.  Commissioners made suggestions on tightening the language, creating an “elevator pitch”, and putting some text into appendices and/or tables.  A motion was moved/seconded and unanimously approved to adopt the resolution as revised and to deliver it to the JCCPC.

Education Committee (Andrew) – Progress continues on a couple of public outreach projects, including Earth Day activities.  Committee chairs are encouraged to help craft talking points on issues that we can communicate to Earth Day booth visitors. 

Matching Grants Committee- (Annette) – Nothing to report, as the budget has been eliminated this year.

Trails Committee (Kelly)

1. Work continues on identifying all Durham neighborhoods, in advance of contacting them.  

2. The City has released the bid for the deconstruction and reconstruction of the bridge over NC147.  Mike is concerned that there might not be enough funding for the reconstruction of the bridge, and that some in the community 7 might not think it is a wise idea.  He urged commissioners to write letters to the Herald Sun editor in support of reconstructing this important trail linkage. 

3. The Brookline Street trail in Duke Park is slated to receive bollards, a pedestrian crossing across Washington Avenue, and other improvements.

4. Deborah and Dan walked the West Ellerbe Creek Trail with a NCSU professor who looked over the proposed trail route.  There is still a concern over the proximity of the creek to the existing trail.

5. Helen reminded commissioners that the New Trail Route Proposal Form 8 is available from the Parks and Recreation Department website, while the application 9 for DOST vacancies can be found on the City Clerk’s website.

Development Review Committee (Helen) – Helen stated that there has been a surge of site plan submittals from old rezoning cases in an effort to get site plans approved before the new stormwater requirements go into effect.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Deborah is hopeful of getting the requested information from the Finance Department by the end of next week.  She is also attending a citizens’ budget workshop on February 23.

VI. Other Updates

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Dan) – Toby is now the new liaison.

· Recreation Advisory Commission – Beth Timson mentioned that they voted on CIP recommendations.

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John) – The Hollow Rock Planning Committee is drafting the Master Plan.  NHCCAC obtained many concessions from the property owner of the parcel along 15/501, but the owner did not receive the car franchise he was expecting.

VII. Old Business

· ATT Phase “E” – Dan sent off a letter to City Council and Ed Venable and is looking for Ed to return an estimate for dual surfacing the trail.
VIII. Other New Business

· Earth Day – April 25.  Keep your calendars open!
· Coffee with Council – Helen read the dates and locations of the upcoming Coffee with Council public forums.  She suggested that, given the current economic climate, Council would balk at any additional expenditure and that we should instead focus on issues that won’t require funding.  Example include: pushing along long-term trail projects that sit in other departments; improving communication between stakeholders (neighborhood feedback, SEEDS, etc); find out exactly what is going on with the Beltline acquisition and the money earmarked for that project.
· Annual Report – Dan stated that the report is in the process of revision and should be finished soon.
IX. Adjournment

Motion was moved/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:18 PM

List of hyperlinks used in this document:

1. http://www.durhamcountync.gov/departments/ceng/Open_Space_and_Real_.html

2. http://www.tpl.org/

3. http://www.ncmst.org/

4. http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Jimmy+Rogers+Rd+Durham+NC&sll=36.006826,-78.774419&sspn=0.017532,0.043945&gl=us&ie=UTF8&ll=36.007034,-78.776479&spn=0.017532,0.043945&t=h&z=15

5. http://www.dchcmpo.org/

6. http://thehemps.com/Falls%20Lake%20-%20Rolling%20View%20II%20019_640.jpg

7. http://heraldsun.southernheadlines.com/opinion/hsedits/56-1094836.cfm?

8. http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/parks/new_trails_proposal.cfm

9. http://www.durhamnc.gov/departments/clerk/boards.cfm

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
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