
	[image: image1.jpg]



	DURHAM
	
2009

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, April 15th     7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Toby Berla, Glenn Bowles, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Lisa Buckley, Dan Clever, Esau Eatman, Andrew Edmonds, John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Ellen Reckhow, Titiana Roberson, Tom Stark, LaDawnna Summers, Mike Woodard

	Members Excused:
	Josie Owen, Will Wilson, Helen Youngblood

	Members Absent:
	Paula Childers, Bo Glenn, Annette Montgomery, Charlie Welch

	Staff Present:
	Beth Timson

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
March 2009 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved with corrections.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - none.
IV. Committee Reports

Open Space Committee (LaDawnna) – Jane Korest took DOST members on a hike of the Prometheus tract, which is not considered the best of sites but may be useful.  It directly abuts the lake and the Mountains-to-Sea Trail runs adjacent to it.  The proposed 100-foot bridge to cross Lick Creek (as presented to DOST by Kate Dixon, MST Executive Director, in February 2009 1) will more likely need to be about 1000 feet.


Glen showed the Commission a copy of Planning the Urban Forest 2 (a best practices set of guidelines), which he thinks contains language very similar to what we will craft for the Urban Open Space Plan.  Combining this work with Will’s data will leverage local planning without reinventing the wheel.
Education Committee (Andrew) – Progress continues on a couple of public outreach projects.  Earth Day sign-ups passed around.  Andrew encourages participation, as our maps are an easy sell to residents.  Additionally, the Piedmont Wildlife Festival is held May 9 and will include mini classes, guided tours, rescue animals, and crafts.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – Lots of broad discussion on the progress of the Committee:

1. Possible expansion of trail system through volunteer construction of gravel trails

2. Keep asking questions of City staff about stalled projects and priority trails and keep moving them along

3. Make better use of resources to publicize the trails: DOST website, visitor’s bureau, newspapers, and other media

4. Work with neighborhood associations

5. Work with Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro MPO and their 2035 long range plans 3
6. The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association is interested in working on the North Ellerbe Creek Trail, a 6-mile corridor next to the creek that extends to Falls Lake.  It is listed a greenway on the Master List – what do we need to do to start a natural surface trail?  Several departments will need to be involved (there is a water treatment center nearby, it follows a sewer easement), but this could be a great opportunity for volunteer labor to help construct a footpath.
Development Review Committee  – No one present to report.  Toby intends to join this committee.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Deborah has generated spreadsheets for every project with a CIP number.  She uncovered a variety of management accounting errors while reviewing the City’s documents (for example, the recently-completed bridge over the Eno River was listed under expenses for the Stadium Drive Trail).  We need to know the true cost of projects so that better estimations for future trails can be made.

VI. Other Updates

· Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Dan) – Meets next week.  They will make recommendations for federal stimulus package money.  Beth Timson stated that the following projects have been green-lighted with federal funding:

· Third Fork Creek: (a) connections at both ends, to Southern Boundaries Park (north terminus) and from Woodcroft Parkway to Garrett Road (southern terminus), (b) reinstatement of the 10-foot wide trail design (it had been narrowed to 8 feet), and (c) reinstatement of the cloverleaf entry to MLK Boulevard

· ATT Phase C resurfacing

· North/South Greenway resurfacing (from Murray Avenue to Lavender Avenue)

· Lyon Park Greenway

Beth also stated that the 501 Rail Corridor project (not including the Beltline) is officially dead, as Norfolk Southern intends to reactivate the line.  The $1.2M of the $1.5M allocated for the purchase of this corridor has been shifted to temporarily pay for the Third Fork Creek construction, until the stimulus money arrives [the remaining $300K is going to the Edison Recreation Center].  Kelly asked about the Burton Park Trail between Briggs Avenue and the Burton School – Beth said this has received a low priority because there are existing connections.

· Recreation Advisory Commission – Deborah is the new liaison.  

· New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (John) – a new map of the NHC watershed, with trails, is being published.

VII. Old Business

· ATT Phase “E” – Dual surfacing from the County Line to Scott King Road is being proposed as an alternative plan, but will revert to a single surface if no money is available to cover the difference.  Beth Timson stated that $150K would probably be enough to install a trailhead at Scott King Road for equine usage – the proposed capacity for 12 horse trailers could also serve as overflow bus parking for Herndon Park.
VIII. Other New Business

Earth Day – April 25.  

IX. Adjournment

Motion was moved/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM

List of hyperlinks used in this document:

1. http://www.bikewalkdurham.org/dost/DOST_Minutes/DOST_Minutes_2009_Feb_19.doc

2. http://www.planning.org/research/forestry/report.htm

3. http://www.dchcmpo.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=66&Itemid=35
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