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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, October 15th  7:00 p.m


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr, Toby Berla, Jack Gibson, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, LaDawnna Summers, Paula Childers, Annette Montgomery, Charlie Welch, Andy Edmonds, Bo Glenn , John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Lisa Buckley, Tom Stark, Mike Woodard, Ellen Reckhow, Josie Owen, Bill Greuling

	Members Excused:
	

	Members Absent:
	Richard Mentock,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Mark Phillips 


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
September 2008 meetings minutes were moved/seconded and approved 

III. Agenda Adjustments - none
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee Draft resolution in support of Resolution for Environmental Amendments and Protections (REAP) circulated. Environmental Enhancements to improve the UDO are in the process now.  JCCPC has appointments that will be made. Planning Commission and DOST have a seat (representative to be identified this meeting).  Will volunteered to represent DOST.  Meetings (open to public) would be 1.5 hours.   The Open Space Committee suggested a Modification to the resolution presented by the open space Committee to target 3 resolves/ environmental issues.  Discussion revolved around the membership of the steering committee (not enough appointments from the environmental Community)--- suggestions were made (New Hope/Eno River Association/ Ellerbe Creek etc.).  

MOVED / SECONDED / APPROVED as amended (see attachment)

MOVED / SECONDED / APPROVED Will Wilson to serve as DOST representative

Indicate citizen groups have brought the issue forward.(Title) In support of concerns sent forth

Education Committee – 2 goals increase public awareness of DOST by contacting local neighborhood groups to make a 15 -20 min presentation.  Tied to trail clean up or other events in the area.  Second goal will be creating more education content for the website.  Pen a short 300-400 word presentation from each commission member.  Example, Youtube a tour of local points of interest.  Website receives most traffic based on email directly distributed by Andrew.  Adjacent communities send links to Carborro, Chapel Hill, Orange County, etc.

Matching Grants Committee- 7 applications  $85K available.  Requests for $240 K  Meeting on October 30th.  There is a possibility of increasing the budget for additional funding.  Jack will circulate the names of the 7 applicants.  

Trails Committee – Warren Creek trail cut sheet circulated.  Seeking a method to motivate trial construction to have trails implemented in a more timely fashion.  A recommendation to lobby the city manager would be in order.  Deborah will draft something for next trails committee meeting.  Extend an invitation to the city manager to attend a trails meeting or even DOST.  Request Mike to approach city manager to make a presentation to DOST.  Trails committee interested in dirt trail maintenance.  Issues in the past involved erosion.  Georeferencing for trails and 911 services appear to be progressing.  Plan to geo reference the trails when the leaves fall.  Rec Advisory committee is initiating an adopt-a-trial activity.

Development Review Committee – 15-501 site reviewed.  Brightleaf will be coming up again soon in site plan review.  Some school sites have been submitted for review.  

Finance Committee – Goals to be implemented posted to the web / formatted, tracked.  Spreadsheet would be useful on the web. CIP information on the city website is not informative and not user friendly.  Format of the information is not useful since there are so many authors on the content of the site.  One example: Open Space and Greenways of $7M  = 3rd Fork Creek Trail.  Author of the web content is not clear.  It’s been on the priority list for over a decade.  No one place tracks the bids and construction progress.  
V. OLD BUSINESS

· Prepared Meals Tax – enhancement to the DOST web supporting and promoting the effort.  Andrew will update the page.  Helen recommends writing letters to editor.  Posting on neighborhood list serve are encouraged.

· Friends of West Point on the Eno – resolution was sent out.  Josie requested a hard copy official resolution  Upcoming Black Meadow Ridge hike announced.  

· Friends of Hill Forest – Winkie Wilkins and Erskine Bowles are now aware of the community efforts and are requesting NCSU to be more supportive of the residents of the surrounding areas.

VII. NEW BUSINESS

· American Tobacco Trail Bridge – Phase E another meeting next week Oct 22nd 7:00 PM on the trail connection between 54 and Chatham Co line.  Some questions on surfacing of the trail and property acquisition/location changes.  Swampy area will need to be resolved –avoiding financial impact.  

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded /approved -- to adjourn - meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
Resolution Supporting the Resolution for Environmental Amendments and Protections in Durham’s Unified Development Ordinance (REAP).


WHEREAS, Water quality is a pressing concern for our region, and
 
WHEREAS, The practice of allowing buy-downs for nitrogen is creating a large potential future clean up expense for the tax payers of Durham City and County in order to comply with Federal Clean Water Act requirements for Jordan and Falls Lake, and
 
WHEREAS, some neighboring jurisdictions have adopted ordinances which protect water quality, such as minimizing the practices of clear-cutting, mass-grading, or building with permits in stream buffers, and
 
WHEREAS, Durham has adopted a Green House Gas plan, and
 
WHEREAS, Open space and tree cover are precious dwindling resources that need to be conserved as development progresses, and

 

WHEREAS, JCCPC has formed a Steering Committee to formulate Environmental Enhancements to the UDO to address these concerns,
 
IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that DOST expresses its appreciation to the citizens who have worked so diligently to craft and send to the governing bodies the Resolutions for Environmental Amendments and Protections (REAP),

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we encourage the Steering Committee formulating the Environmental Enhancements to the UDO to consider to the fullest extent possible the ideas generated by these citizens, 

AND BE IT LASTLY RESOLVED, in order to have the composition of the committee be balanced with citizen groups representing environmental concerns, we request that the JCCPC to add at least three committee members, consisting of representatives from any of the following; the New Hope Creek Advisory Committee, the Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association, Eno River Association, Northeast Creek StreamWatch, and/or a member representing the citizens who created REAP.
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