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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, November 19th    7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, LaDawana Summers, Paula Childers, Annette Montgomery, Josie Owen, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn , Dick Mentock,, Deborah Morgan, Lisa Buckley, John Goebel, Mike Woodard, George Brine, Toby Berla

	Members Excused:
	Ellen Reckhow, Jack Gibson, Bill Greuling

	Members Absent:
	

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Ed Venable, Ted Voorhees


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
September 2008 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - accepted with additions
IV. GUEST SPEAKERS

· Ed Venable, Manager of the Engineering and Stormwater divisions within the City of Durham Public Works Department, gave a PowerPoint presentation on Phase E of the American Tobacco Trail.  Mr. Venable was present in lieu of Lee Murphy (the project manager), who was originally asked to speak before the DOST Commission.  Mr. Venable stated that:

a. the City anticipates to accomplish environmental assessments in December (2008), a field survey in January (2009), design in February, final design in August, acquire permits and send out to bid by November, with construction finalized by the end of 2010;

b. a 10-foot wide asphalt surface is planned for the entirety of this section of the ATT (which extends from slightly north of NC 54 to the Chatham County Line;

c. Engineering was given the project from Parks and Recreation because of the necessity of the I-40 bridge;

d. NCDOT has mandated the asphalt surfacing as noted in the Municipal Agreement signed between NCDOT and City Council; and

e. the City would attempt to re-use any trail furniture (benches, etc) already placed along the corridor.

f. Several DOST Commissioners had concerns regarding creek crossings, the trail surfacing, its impact on equestrian users, and its impact on the trees lining the existing, narrower trail.

g. Commissioners also questioned whether an asphalt surface violated the original ATT Master Plan.  [1] George stated that Southern Durham County residents supported the original ATT plan because of its inclusion of equestrian users on this section.  [2] Tom asked what northbound horse riders are to do upon reaching the Durham County boundary (Chatham and Wake County are surfacing the trail with Chapel Hill gravel).  [3] Dick stated that the Scott King Road trailhead was designed and specifically implemented with equestrian users in mind.  [4] Deborah asked about the cost variance between asphalt and gravel, and whether the latter represents a cheaper alternative.  [5] Glen opined that since this section of the trail is outside city limits, it should be designed to suburban, if not rural, trail standards, which imply gravel surfacing and a narrower corridor.

h. In response, Mr. Venable said any changes to the Municipal Agreement would push back the construction end date by 6 months.

i. DOST Commissioners tabled further discussion until the end of the meeting.

· Ted Voorhees, Deputy City Manager, spoke about water quality issues regarding Jordan and Falls Lake and the stream network feeding these two water bodies.

a. The EPA has classified Jordan Lake as a Clean Water Act 404D impaired water body, and Falls Lake is close to being listed.  $1 billion in remediation and built environment retrofitting may result from these infractions.  Mr. Vorhees stated that [a] not only does he believe the classification has been based on poor science (only 10 sample points located in headwater areas only during bad pollution years), but that [b] Durham has already taken many steps to alleviate the pollution levels (an inhouse staff of scientists take annual and event samples from much of the upstream basin, the requirements placed on new construction and point source polluters are stronger than the state standards).

b. Will expressed that the sampling data should be made publicly available, and that there are several scientists in the community who would be willing to analyze them.

c. Helen suggested that the best course of action for DOST is to continue offering specific concerns on site plans as new subdivisions are proposed.  “East Durham is ground zero,” as one DOST Commissioner has been quoted in the papers saying.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (Josie) – The committee received a report on the initial EEUDO meeting, and also learned that ongoing reconstruction at Northgate Park forced equipment to be moved elsewhere.

Education Committee (Andrew) – Progress continues on associating neighborhood organizations to the nearest trails and open spaces, in advance of meeting with these groups and talking up DOST activities.

Matching Grants Committee- (Annette) – Final decisions on grant winners will be made next month.  A couple of previous awards are being terminated because of lack of progress on the part of the grantees.  These rescinded awards will increase the overall available funding.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – The committee continues to discuss and study several issues, including ATT Phase E, mapping the neighborhood organizations, the state of water quality, and the use of Google Docs forms which the Finance Committee is developing.

Development Review Committee (Helen) – Two recreational site plans were shown: a spur section of Third Fork Creek trail near MLK Parkway and the skate park slated for Central Park.  Additionally, two older rezoning cases were discussed: [a] the proposed car dealership along 15/501 between the New Hope Creek bridge and the animal hospital (view this general area on a map), which has moved the proposed retention basin away from the floodplain per staff requests; and [b] Case Z06-47, named “Bethpage Village” (formerly “Page Road Assemblage”): a 400-acre tract west of Page Road and north of Chin Page Road slated for 811 residential units and front end commercial/industrial.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Now officially meeting monthly at 6:30pm before the full DOST Commission meeting.  Glen is tasked with monitoring City Council and County Commissioner meetings for items of interest to DOST and will be posting them to Google Docs files.

VI. OTHER UPDATES

Friends of West Point Park on the Eno (Josie) – City Council voted unanimously to start talks with the state regarding the ownership transfer of Black Meadow Ridge.

Hollow Rock / New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee (John) – An open house/public meeting to discuss the plans for the future Hollow Rock Park is scheduled for December 3 at 6pm.

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Dan) – The committee has contacted Alan DeLisle, Assistant Manager of the city’s Economic and Workforce Development, with concerns that the adopted Bike Plan has been ignored by the latest streetscape project plans.  Bo is stepping down as BPAC liaison.

Recreation Advisory Commission – no report.
VII. NEW BUSINESS

· Environmental Enhancements to the Unified Development Ordinance Steering Committee, EEDUO (Mike) – The EEUDO recently held their first meeting and Mike expressed satisfaction with the current composition of the committee, with strong representation from the environmental community.

· Regional Conservation Summit (Glen) – Glen passed out a news release about the summit, which was a good effort at regional planning.

· ATT Phase E Response – A motion was moved/seconded and approved to authorize the Chair to write a letter expressing dissatisfaction over the City’s decision to pave with asphalt the entirety of ATT Phase E.  It is believed that DOST was prevented from accomplishing its organizational mission when it was left out of these discussions – specifically as the spirit and letter of the ATT Master Plan was ignored.  This letter is to be delivered to Ed Venable, City Manager Tom Bonfield, Ted Voorhees, Mike Woodard, and Planning Department Director Steve Medlin.

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:22 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
11-19-08
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