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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, March 19th  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant Jr., Jack Gibson, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever,  LaDawanna Summers, Annette Montgomery, Liz Pullman, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn, John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Mike Woodard, Jason Reyes,

	Members Excused:
	Paula Childers, Josie Owen,

	Members Absent:
	Sue Willis, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Ellen Reckhow, Richard Mentock, Lisa Buckley,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
February 2008 amended meetings minutes were moved/seconded and approved

III. Agenda Adjustments - none
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

The chair took a moment to request a commitment to committee goals.  The Chair will contact each committee chairperson for their 2008/09 goals in preparation of the Annual Report

Open Space Committee the committee met and has been working on defining acquisition guidelines.  Additionally Saturday, April 19th is Earth Day and the committee has made plans to prepare a poster on open space for the DOST booth. The first-draft of the poster was circulated for comments and feedback.  Helen circulated a sign-up sheet for volunteers to man the booth.

Education Committee – No meeting.  The committee will forward committee goals to the chair.  One creative idea this committee is investigating is called “Bright Ideas” for DOST to publicize its charge and members of the Commission. Similarly there may also be an opportunity for each committee to be described and/or some of the areas of interest that need attention (Duke Beltline, MTST, etc)  One approach of the ed committee is to get the word out that DOST does exist and we have plans!

Matching Grants Committee- No report

Trails Committee – (Kelly Bryant /John Goebel) The committee met and discussed Coffee with Council and how best to address the Ellerbe Creek Trail resolution for this meeting.  Upcoming events – April 12th Falls lake workday (contact Kelly for more details).  The committee needs more information for their cut sheet for the Pearsontown trail.  There is some uncertainty of the trail location. The committee will be in continued communication with NC Central, the Haiti Center, and the St. Joseph Historical foundation.  Dan plans on writing NCCU (letterhead) to address the NCCU Master Plan.  

MOTION:  It was moved/seconded/approved that:  Dan will send a letter regarding the Pearsontown Trail to NCCU and the St. Joseph’s Historical Foundation.

The committee voiced interest in forming a quarterly trails awareness day (clean up event) A brief description was presented (What/Why/How/When) First trail – the Riddle Road Spur.  Sunday, April 13th – 1:00 P.M.  John G will head up this subcommittee and get events publicized.  Outreach may extend to local Boy Scout troops.  One issue was the number of trails already adopted without signs.  Helen will inquire about what has happened with the installation of the signs.  An example of signage installation that took a long time occurred with Sandy Creek (6mo to install).  Helen recommended that the committee contact local registered neighborhood associations for possible trail adoptions.  There’s a list published on the web www.durham.nc.gov
Development Review Committee –new site plans (19) to present – two conservation subdivisions requests are now under staff development committee review. Two older zoning cases Triple Crown Farms and 751 Assemblage.  Staff will have comments.

Finance Committee – (Deborah Morgan) brief meeting.  The committee is getting ramped back up.  The chair has started compiling data on trails, funding, completion, etc.  Her assessments indicate that in 2001 1 mile of trail would cost between $200K and $300K.  With the available funds listed in the 2001 master plan 24 -30 miles of trails should have been created.  She inquired about the need of a 501-C status.  Parks and Recreation has 501-C status. Beth Timson could meet with the finance committee to discuss trail construction.  Dan also has a spreadsheet of his own that he will forward to Deborah.

V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Commission the committee met and discussed the widening of Alston Avenue.  This commission wants the development to follow a more streetscape approach

Recreation Advisory Commission – no report

New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission – met with the Hollow Rock Planning committee, a local community outreach group.  They also plan to represent DOST at Leigh Farm May 3rd at the Festival for Wilderness.  We were advised that the DOT has changed the design of Turkey Farm Bridge to be more environmentally friendly, and less expensive.  This group is monitoring the 751 project even though it is outside the scope of the New Hope Creek Master Plan because it appears to contain issues of concern.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

· Annual Report – Helen is drafting the AR and will be sending a request to each of the committee chairs for preliminary goals.  When the AR is complete it will go the JCCPC and others.

· The issue of Impact Fees was discussed.  On Monday, March 17th City Council approved half of the proposal to increase fees for 2008-09.  The second half was delayed (2009-2010) for two cycles.  DOST had a lively discussion on this issue.  The consensus was for annual review (finance committee) of impact fees to assure that they stay current and increase appropriately.

· Update on Hill Forest- A resolution from the Commissioners to NCSU was circulated. The Commissioners were seeking our endorsement.  A friendly amendment was proposed: “To include a friendly amendment to the first whereas that addresses recreation.”  

After further discussion and clarification a 

MOTION:  It was moved/seconded/approved that:  DOST adopt/endorse the resolution with consideration given to including recreation in the first whereas. DOST supports /endorses the resolution of the County Commissioners.

VII. NEW BUSINESS

· Earth Day sign ups – circulated – Helen to get PDFs from Jason to print trail cut sheets

· Update on Ellerbe Creek and Pearsontown Trails – A question was posed – does the Matching Funds of the Ellerbee Creek organization come from Bond monies. (Answer No). 

MOTION:  It was moved/seconded/approved that:  DOST support the Ellerbe Creek resolution for funding trail design and upgrades with an added paragraph to address inclusion of an ITC survey.

· LaDawnna circulated a template for use by committees to track their projects.  She described how it was organized and gave a brief description on its use.  LaDawanna will provide a soft copy (attached).  It was agreed that DOST committees will use the tracking forms and provide recommendations for enhancement should they be necessary.  

· Prior to departure, members were asked to red-line the committee list for Helen

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded approved and the meeting adjourned at 8:59 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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