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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Committee Room,Second Floor City Hall Plaza
Wednesday, June 18th   7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	George Brine, Jack Gibson, Will Wilson, Dan Clever, LaDawana Summers, Paula Childers, Annette Montgomery, Josie Owen, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn, Dick Mentock, Deborah Morgan, Ellen Reckhow, John Goebel, Jason Reyes, Lisa Buckley Tom Stark

	Members Excused:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr., Bill Greuling, Glenn Bowles, Charlie Welch

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Todd Twigg


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:02pm

II. Approval of Minutes
May 2008 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved with revisions.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - None.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (Josie) – Josie is the new chairperson.  The committee is priority-setting and wishes to develop a “punchy and useful” definition for Urban Open Space to be used in public forums, like the festivals.  They met with the City/County Planning Department Director, Steve Medlin, and talked about an Urban Open Space master plan – and the committee’s desire to push such a plan’s initiation and implementation to the “top 20” list.  There was additional discussion about the narrowing the geographic scope of the Urban Growth Area (away from the boundary of critical areas near water supplies).  The committee will catalogue the largest concerns (such as water quality) and return to the full DOST Commission with recommendations.

Education Committee (Andrew) – The committee met and discussed ways to improve public awareness of DOST.  The Festival for the Eno affords a great opportunity to talk up the new website.  The committee also plans to create a tri-fold brochure and distribute it to neighborhood associations – targeting them with specific information about trails that do/will cross through their areas.  Andrew challenged each other committee to write up an article about a topic of their choice by the September DOST meeting.  These articles will then be included on the website, newsletters, and other public outreach media.

Matching Grants Committee- (no update)

Trails Committee (Deborah) – Deborah and Kelly are looking into and will photo-document the “vanishing trail” leading from Burton Park, and determine whether its route has been relocated.  It could wind toward the NC-147 pedestrian bridge.  Helen expressed concern about the NC147 bridge delay and who will get the money for the steel when the current bridge is deconstructed.  The committee also felt we should formalize a contact with NCCU over future trail planning.

Andrew gave an update on the Duke Beltline purchase.  He learned from the City’s General Services Real Estate Division that they made a formal written offer to Norfolk Southern for the purchase of the corridor and the physical material (ie, the rails) on June 16, 2008.  The City offered $2,179,000 and $157,000 for the corridor and rails, respectively (or, $2.336M in total).  There is no sense of how long Norfolk Southern will take in response.  More information on this project can be found at its CIP entry page.

Nominations Committee – Changes to committee (and DOST) membership/appointments: John, Josie, and Paula are each eligible for 3-year extensions and are re-applying to remain on the Commission.  Jason is resigning as a Commissioner, but will remain in an advisory capacity.  Paula will assume his role as Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association liaison.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to reappoint Dan and Kelly to 3-year terms.  Valjeanne has taken a leave from the Commission.
Development Review Committee (Annette) – Fairly slow, with only 1 rezoning this month.  The Duke Pedestrian Plan is expected during the next cycle.  Plans for the North Durham-based Fire Station #15 will be in next week.  Finally, Liz Pullman was surprised to be honored by the County Commissioners during a nice ceremony last month.  She will be back briefly in Durham in August.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Outlined a partnership with Keep Durham Beautiful (KBD).  Dorothea Pierce (the Executive Director for KBD) will [resent to the Finance Committee on July 16.

Deborah is meeting on July 8 with the City of Durham's Budget and Management Services Director, Bertha Johnson or her designee to get a tutorial on the city's budgeting process.

Ellen spoke about the Prepared Food Tax bill that is before the NC Assembly right now.  It is a Durham County-based tax of 1% on restaurant food that would be collected for the support of civic and visitor amenities, such as museums, the Civic Center, and trail development.   77% of the funds would be used for these purposes; 3% for administration, 10% for marketing; 5% for workforce development; and 5% for community cleanup.  Ellen said that, if included in the budget, there will probably be a November referendum – and that DOST can help in drumming up support for it.  The full text of House Bill 2690 can be read here.

V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Commission (Dan)

The Anderson Street neckdowns have had no impact on speeders.  BPAC issued a letter asking for their removal, the painting of a bike lane, and the placement of a police speed sign.  BPAC is also urging state legislators to vote against a bill allowing for ever-longer and wider vehicles to travel on NC roads, despite increased bicycle commuting.  See the text of this bill here.

Recreation Advisory Commission (Dick)

Kevin Costner will perform (with his band) at the DBAP on July 4th, followed by fireworks.  The Durham Department of Parks and Recreation earned their National Certification with 152 of 155 passed standards.  The DPR is also holding their Master Plan retreat in September.

New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission (Helen)

There is concern over the rezoning (for a proposed car dealership) of the Huang property on 15/501 between New Hope Commons (Walmart) and the New Hope Animal Hospital on 15-501.  Plan will be forth coming.

Good news regarding the Garrett Road farm property: The sweet potato curing barn will be reconstructed in Silva, Virginia.  A Carrboro resident is moving the farmhouse.  At Hollow Rock, the archaeology of the area is still being studied.

Friends of West Point on the Eno (Josie)

Appraisal if the Black Meadow Ridge property is slow-going.  The NC State Parks could possibly fund purchase of this property in return for taking over a portion of the Eno River Park.  The appraisal is expected next week and will then be forwarded to the Conservation Fund.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

· Nominations Committee items discussed earlier in evening.  

VII. NEW BUSINESS

· Sign-ups for the Eno River Festival

· George spoke about developments in East Durham County, their affects on the water quality of Lick Creek, and of certain loopholes that developers are exploiting to sidestep remediation requirements.  Some of this information could be fed into the Open Space Committee’s metric regarding the Urban Growth Area.

· LaDawana requested input from each committee chair for the DOST administrative calendar.  

· Ellen passed around a brochure for the Bull Moon Ride, a cycling event on July 19 to benefit Habitat for Humanity.

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-08
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