	[image: image1.jpg]



	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
DATE ( 7:00 p.m.
Committee Room
Second Floor, City Hall


	Members Present:
	Andrew Edmonds, George Brine, Lisa Buckley, R. Kelly Bryant, Annette Montgomery, Bo Glenn, LaDawnna Summers, Dan Clever, Deborah Morgan, Mike Woodard, George Brine, Josie Owen

	Members Absent:
	Paula Childers, Dick Mentock, Helen Youngblood, Jack Gibson, Ellen Reckow

	Members Excused
	

	Staff Present:
	None

	Guests Present:
	None


I. Call to Order  

      Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  We did not review excused absences.

II. Approval of Minutes –The minutes, without amendment, were unanimously approved. 

III. Agenda Adjustments - None provided.

IV. Committee Reports – 

Open Space Committee.  The committee met with Durham resident Melissa Rooney to review and revise her Resolution for Environmental Amendments and Protections in the UDO (REAP).  Ms. Rooney arranged to meet with Durham’s Sustainability Coordinator Tobin Fried later in the month.  The OS Committee listserv now has 60 members, many added as a result of attendance at the Festival for the Eno.

Education Committee.  Andrew continues to update the newly launched website.  He reached out to local bloggers in efforts to increase traffic on the website.  The Committee also reports good visitation of the DOST booth at the Festival for the Eno.  They are working on a brochure for distribution at this and other similar public events.

Matching Grants Committee.  This committee is also preparing a brochure to highlight the functions and successes of the Matching Grants Program.

Trails Committee.  Kelly reported that the bridge over 147 is still lacking funds for completion; a request was made to City Council for the remainder, and funds were obtained.  A visit to the site revealed that conditions around the bridge entry are declining.  Trash debris was scattered at the entryway.  Construction is planned to resume in November or December of 2008.

A question was raised about the timing needed to provide public notice for meetings; members believed it is about two weeks. 

Development Review Committee.  Will convene next week.

Finance Committee. This committee reached out to Keep Durham Beautiful (KDB) in efforts to research and create a system for attracting private funds for public projects such as sponsorship of a trail or greenway.  KDB will vote on a memorandum of understanding in late July that aims to define the roles of the Finance Committee, Parks and Recreation Department, and KDB in this sponsorship effort.  Such a relationship currently exists between KDB and Parks and Rec.  KBD has expressed that the organization will serve as a ‘fiscal manager’ and not a fundraiser.  The Finance Committee will bring the memorandum back to DOST for review at the August meeting.  

Members recommended that the memorandum be reviewed by City and County legal staff.

Deborah met with Budget and Management Services to learn more about Capital Improvement Project processes.  She learned that listed projects do not necessarily indicate that new funding is provided; it may be that funding obtained in a previous year is applied to the project in the current year.  Alternatively, projects listed may have partial funding for some phases, but not others necessary for completion.  For example, she explained that funding for the West Ellerbe Creek and Pearsontown Trails is available for the design phases; the full price for construction is not reflected in the CIP.  

Deborah also learned that Burton Park’s ownership status may have changed; it may have partnered with a community group for management purposes.  More information is needed on this topic.

Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  This committee is meeting with the residents on and around Anderson Street to discuss changes to the ‘neckdown’ traffic calming measures installed more than a year ago.  The neckdowns proved ineffective in reducing speeding.  Residents advocated for removal of some of the neckdowns and restriping of bike lanes to increase bicyclist safety.  

Recreational Advisory Committee. The committee did not meet.  Dick reported on the topic of park safety.  While in the past the police patrolled parks, park rangers may be reinstated for purposes of increasing and changing the role of park safety supervision.  Small pocket parks, he added, are difficult to manage cost effectively in part for this reason.

New Hope Advisory Committee.  Nothing to report.

Friends of West Point on the Eno.  The FOWPP is looking for neighborhood organizations or conservation groups to sign their statement of support for preserving Black Meadow Ridge as open space. Already six neighborhoods and four conservation groups have done so.  The local chapter of the Sierra Club is planning to host a hike around Black Meadow Ridge to examine the 60 acres desired for preservation as well as the sewer lines (Black Meadow Branch into Argonne Hills and Warren Creek) that could serve as links for the north/south greenway to the bridge over the Eno River.

The pedestrian bridge is nearly complete on the south bank of the Eno.  Skanska reports erosion problems on the north bank. Weather permitting they aim to complete the project in about one month.  

Given that West Point Park trails are restricted to pedestrians, the FOWPP expresses a need for “well done” bicycle racks.  Bicycle signage may also need to be improved.

VII 
Old Business.  

Committee heads are to report to the Chairman Dan on the goals of each committee and their progress on each goal.  LaDawnna distributed a Project Summary tracking sheet to each member to provide this information so that could be posted to the administrative calendar.

VIII 
New Business.  

The Committee reviewed a critique of the conflict between the Downtown Design Ordinance (DDO) and the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) planting rules.  To summarize, the setback required by NCDOT for tree planting between the street and sidewalk is larger than the setback encouraged for downtown buildings by the DDO. The Joint City and County Planning Commission recommended that staff review the DDO for compliance.

DOST reviewed an aerial view of the proposed location for a bridge over Ellerbe Creek in a 17 acre wood preserve.  The Ellerbe Creek Watershed Association (ECWA) is applying for a grant to fund a feasibility study for the bridge, and is seeking DOST’s support for this grant.  The Parks and Recreation Department prefers an alternative location for a bridge on Maryland Avenue.  DOST debated whether or not to offer support given Park and Rec’s position.  DOST members generally agreed that given that the bridge is still in the early planning stages, it would be appropriate to support ECWA in this matter.

DOST discussed holding the August meeting as a potluck retreat.  Members would like to review the yearly goals and discuss upcoming elections and reappointments.

Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Buckley, Commissioner at-large
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