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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, February 20, 2008
101 City Hall plaza
 7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr, Bill Greuling, Jack Gibson, Will Wilson, Dan Clever, George Brine, LaDawana Summers, Paula Childers, Josie Owen, Liz Pullman, Andrew Edmonds, John Goebel, Deborah Morgan, Dick Mentock, Jason Reyes,

	Members Excused:
	Lisa Buckley, Annette Montgomery, Tom Stark, Bo Glenn 

	Members Absent:
	Sue Willis, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Mike Woodard, Glenn Bowles, Ellen Reckhow, Charlie Welch

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Rhonda Dotsey, Brent Cooke, Deborah Luecken, Linda Huff, and Caroline Gilmore,


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
January 2008 meetings minutes were reviewed.  Corrections were proposed.  A motion was made to accept the corrected minutes, seconded and the minutes were approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments - Guests presentations were moved to the beginning of the meeting

Friends of Hill Forest – Rhonda Dotsey, President of FOH, addressed the commission.  She provided background on Hill Forest then explained why community members have united their efforts to form a not-for-profit organization.  NCSU has expressed concern with public use and liability.  The forest manager has begun imposing “fee for Access” permits and has hired off-duty officers to assist in paroling the 2450-acres.  Community members are concerned because access to the forest has become more restrictive.  Members of FOHF plan to meet with the Forest Manager in mid-March.  As of July 30 the Hill Forest access passes become outdated.

A motion was made by George: “DOST supports the friends of Hill Forest in their efforts to negotiate with NC State University over access to and use of Hill Forest”.  With a second and discussion, the motion was approved.

A motion was made: Jack Gibson be appointed the official DOST liaison to the Friends of Hill Forest. – moved/seconded and approved.

Ellerbee Creek Watershed Association – Larry Brockman and Steve Kohn distributed maps and circulated photos as they addressed the commission concerning stream restoration and land preservation around Ellerbee Creek.  There is a continued need to support the Pearsontown trail project that will link the trail network.  Similarly attention needs to be maintained to finance the $411,000 matching grant awarded by the clean water management trust fund for the Ellerbee Creek Trail/stream restoration.  Larry and Steve also were concerned with financing the Indian trail to I-85.

.

It was the recommendation from the chair that a resolution(s) from the DOST trails committee be drafted and presented to address these matters at our next monthly meeting.  Additionally a request was made seeking talking points on the Ellerbee Creek Pearson town trail be made available for Coffee with Council meetings.  

A motion was made: Jason Reyes is appointed the official DOST liaison to the Ellerbee Creek Watershed Association. – moved/seconded and approved.

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

The chair distributed a 2-page summary from the Retreat held as Spruce Pine lodge (attached)  

Review of the summary prompted discussion:

A request was made for a list of committees and chairs (Helen will send out and updated list)

A reemphasis on the need for a dedicated funded staff person is necessary to focus on Urban OS development and land acquisitions

There was a request for a list of long time land acquisitions and a need to get the Plan higher visibility.

Dan will be working also with the Haiti Center to discuss trails efforts.

Dan asked that all committees will revise/ratify and provide their goals during the March meeting.

For future information, DOST should consider seeking reimbursement for cost of Retreat if we use parks and recreation facility.

Development Review Committee – Helen gave us a list of the projects; Helen also mentioned the Triple Crown Farm re-zoning and 751 Assemblage south of Stage Coach Road these two projects will be reviewed by the Committee along with the Duke pedestrian plan – overall request for possible sidewalks and alt. trails.

DOST Award – motion was made (due to time constraints for further investigation) to “Extend the time frame for investigating a DOST award to 1 month” seconded/ and approved

Annual Report – A draft of the annual report will be presented to DOST early in April.  DOST goals should be included.

Impact Fees - motion was made/seconded and approved:  “DOST endorses an increase in impact fee assessment with a stable and perpetual process of review of those proposed fees.”

Proposed presenters for future DOST meetings – Beth Timpson, Rosetta Radtke, 

A comment was made that the naming conventions for trails needs to be reinvestigated – trails committee to review.

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded approved and the meeting adjourned to view lunar eclipse – 9:00 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@Durhamnc.gov
3-19-08
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