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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, December 17th    7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, LaDawana Summers, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch, Andrew Edmonds, Deborah Morgan, Lisa Buckley, John Goebel, George Brine

	Members Excused:
	Paula Childers, Annette Montgomery, Josie Owen, Jack Gibson, Toby Berla

	Members Absent:
	Ellen Reckhow, Bill Greuling, Bo Glenn, Dick Mentock, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
November 2008 meeting minutes (with corrections) were moved/seconded and approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - accepted with additions.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (LaDawna) – The committee is engaging public officials to discern what flexibility exists for trail widths and surfacing depending on the trail location.  The committee is also deciding in which City office an Urban Open Space staff person would sit (George suggested to put this on hold until after the City offices are reorganized).  Will offered an EEUDO meeting update and explained his county rainfall data sheet.  Jane Korest has scheduled a hike along Lick Creek for Sunday, January 11 at 1pm.

Education Committee (Andrew) – John did the yeoman’s work of relating the three most proximal trails to every neighborhood association shown on the current Durham neighborhood map.  DOST Commissioners are encouraged to view the map and note any “missing” associations.  After the holidays, the committee will begin contacting these groups to offer presentations about DOST.  They will focus first on those neighborhoods close to upcoming trail links (the NC147 bridge, the ATT near I40, and Third Fork Creek).

Matching Grants Committee- no report.

Trails Committee (Kelly) – Kelly expressed gratitude for John’s work on the neighborhood association file.  Helen said associations can continue to receive notices of zoning changes, etc from the Planning Department, though hardcopy mailings cost $25/two years.  Kelly spoke of the Partnership for a Healthy Durham and our overlapping missions, and expressed interest in cross-promotion of our groups.  Helen stated that the City has undertaken GPSing the trails and has two Duke volunteers to place in the field.  She asked DOST Commissioners to recommend areas of priority (ie, Eno River, Leigh Farm, Mountains to Sea).

Development Review Committee (Helen) – No plans presented to the Commissioners.

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Deborah said the committee is meeting with public officials in an attempt to revive a communication network that formerly funneled financial CIP information from City/County departments to the DOST Finance Committee.  The committee wants more accountability with regards to trail construction and earmarked funding.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

ATT Phase E Update (Dan) – Dan mailed a letter on December 3 to City Manager Tom Bonfield (and others) expressing DOST’s discontent.  Project manager Lee Murphy will coordinate a meeting in early January.  Dan is seeking answers to questions regarding (a) flexibility within the Municipal Agreement, (b) trail shoulder widths and impact on the trees, and (c) legality of horse ridership, even if the trail is eventually paved.

VII. NEW BUSINESS

Durham Trails and Greenways Master Plan (Helen) – Helen would like the Commissioners to review and edit by the January DOST meeting this first draft of the 2008 revised plan, and to pay close attention to the priority trails list on page 40.

Hollow Rock Access Area Park (Charlie) – Charlie stated that the public meeting was well attended and included lots of positive feedback.  The master plan is available on the Orange County website.

Duke Beltline / 501 Rail Corridor (Dan) – The CIP website entry now states that the City is inquiring after an “acquisition by condemnation” option.  City staff is expected to meet soon with the City Manager to give recommendations on how to proceed.  Deborah expressed concern that earmarked funding does not get diverted to non-trail uses.

Jordan Lake (George) – George spoke about the current controversy involving the Board of County Commissioners’ usage of a developer survey to redefine the Jordan Lake boundary, and that the Independent published a good article on the subject (see pages 23-24 of the November 10 BOCC minutes).  Both the Haw Assembly and the Friends of New Hope oppose the County’s action.  George said all parties are waiting for the State’s Division of Water Quality to make a judgment.

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded, approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:02 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
12-17-08
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