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	DURHAM
	
2008

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Committee Room,Second Floor City Hall Plaza
Wednesday, August 20th   7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	George Brine, Jack Gibson, Will Wilson, Dan Clever, LaDawna Summers, Paula Childers, Mike Woodard, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Andrew Edmonds, Bo Glenn, Charlie Welch, Deborah Morgan, Lisa Buckley, Tom Stark, Bill Greuling, Glenn Bowles

	Members Excused:
	

	Members Absent:
	Annette Montgomery, Josie Owen, Dick Mentock, Ellen Reckhow, John Goebel

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	none


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:02pm

II. Approval of Minutes
June and July 2008 meeting minutes were moved/seconded and approved with revisions.

III. Agenda Adjustments  - None.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS: Annuals Goals Review and Progress

Open Space Committee (LaDawna) – LaDawna distributed copies of (1) Summary of Open Space Sub-Committee Projects, and (2) Conservation Innovation Award project sheet.  Various member of the committee discussed the progress of each goal, which included:

1. Creating a model for open space acquisition guidelines

2. Creating open space definitions

3. Implementing a Conservation Innovation Award to incentivize developers

4. Lobbying for a full-time employee in the Planning Dept with the title of Urban Open Space Leader

5. Consolidating the open space goals from the Master Plan

6. Developing an Urban Open Space Plan

7. Creating talking points that express the value of open space and trails to a community

8. Updating the UDO with recommendations in support of open space

Bo commented that Durham has a Soil and Water Conservation District Board (Eddie Culbertson) dealing with issues of stream restoration and water quality.  They would be a good resource to invite to an OS Committee meeting.  Bo also mentioned that the Durham County Farmland Protection Board has worked on creating definitions and guidelines or conservation easements.

Education Committee (Andrew) – Andy solicited help from other Commissioners in meeting 2008’s goals:

1. DOST presence at festivals (Helen emailed a sign-up sheet for CenterFest)

2. Newsletter production

3. Web site creation (completed; only monthly updates required)

4. Community outreach 

5. Orientation pamphlet (Andy passed around copies of prototype)

6. Bring visibility to other committees’ work (completed, through the website)

The Commissioners expressed gratitude for bringing the website to fruition, and then discussed other content that could be put onto the website: development review comments, upcoming development review cases, community events, and newspaper articles (these last three as hyperlinks to other organizations’ websites).

Matching Grants Committee- (no update)

Finance Committee (Deborah) – Deborah enumerated the committee goals:

1. Develop a database of past, current, and future trails.  (Mostly completed, just need to add in dollar figures.)

2. Obtain 501[c][3] status.  An MOA statement with Keep Durham Beautiful is currently under review.

3. Identify funding opportunities through bonds, private donations, and/or impact fees.

4. Future goals: (a) hold a budget summit, (b) gather materials for website, (c) implement Master Plan goals, (d) develop relations with project managers (Deborah has meet with three of them), (e) learn lessons from other municipalities (Deborah is making a return trip to Colorado to learn about Denver, which lists the lottery as one revenue source).

Trails Committee (Dan, Kelly) – Dan and Kelly specified the committee goals:

1. Georeference the trails (signs and paint markings).  Dan is to meet with City IT, Planning, and 911.

2. Meet with adjacent trail groups

3. Keep track of trail construction progress

4. Work closely with Finance Committee

5. Provide input on Trails Master Plan

6. Assist with BPAC map-making (bike routes and trails as one map)

7. Reach out to neighborhood groups by holding quarterly events.  Such events could be based on a clean-up of a trail, or simply to learn more about the trail system (location, history, etc).  Kelly would like each DOST Commissioner to become a “trail expert” on an individual trail.

8. Completion of cut-sheets (one outstanding: Warren Creek Trail)

9. Keep up with Mountains to Sea Trail progress (workdays: Aug 23, Sep 27, Oct 25, Dec 13)

10. Support the Prepared Food Tax

Nominations Committee (Kelly) – Speaking for the Committee, Kelly made a motion that the following persons for office for the coming year: Dan Clever, Bo Glenn, and Jack Gibson for Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Secretary, respectively.  The motion was seconded and approved.
Development Review Committee (Helen) – Helen spoke about two properties:

1. Alexan Farms, near intersection of 15/501 and Garrett Road (behind shopping center).  Elected officials looked closely at the development plan and, as a result, they received several beneficial committed elements: trail access, use of farm road in trail corridor, no development at rear of lot.  A Duke U faculty member has moved the potato barn to Virginia; the 1920s-era house is moving to Carrboro; other out-buildings have been moved off-site.

2. A new development property (car dealership) along 15/501 between the New Hope Creek bridge and the animal hospital (view this general area on a map).  The front of the lot is scrub pine (land was covered with spoils from bridge construction decades ago), but the rear of the lot includes environmentally sensitive and botanically important area in the New Hope Creek Open Space Master Plan. The property has steep slopes, floodplain at rear – developer wants to place retention basin on an adjacent tract and create a new lot and new zoning on the residential parcel to the rear that will extend northeastward from the car dealership.  Other issue is the interchange eventually to be built at Southwest Durham Drive.

Charlie did a site visit earlier in the week and confirmed Helen’s observations.  

V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Commission – no report

Recreation Advisory Commission – no report
New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Commission – no report
Friends of West Point on the Eno – no report
VI. OLD BUSINESS – none 

VII. NEW BUSINESS

· Prepared Food Tax – Mike summarized the PFT, its benefits, its opposition, and hoped that DOST Commissioners would individually talk up and support its passage.  An itemized listing of projects, funding amounts, and first year of implementation was also distributed.  The largest ticket items include: (a) $14M for a Minor League Baseball Fan Experience and National Museum, (b) $14M for improvements (and a new wing) to the Hayti Heritage Center, (c) $6M for improvements to the Civic Center, (d) $5.5M for the Museum of Life and Science, and (e) $2M for a “Parrish Street Museum without Walls”.  

Trail-related projects total nearly $12.4M and include allocated funding for Pearsontown, Third Fork Creek, West Ellerbe Creek, New Hope, Hollow Rock, Little River, ATT, and Central Park areas, as well as $3.5M for an Environmental Education Center.

VIII. Adjournment

Motion was made/seconded approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:09pm.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
8-20-08
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