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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES

Wednesday, Sept 19

105 Kyle way
6:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn , Kelly Bryant, Jr, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Ellen Reckhow, Tom Stark, Charlie Welch, Richard Mentock, Jason Reyes, John Goebel Bill Greuling, Andrew Edmonds, Sue Willis

	Members Excused:
	Paula Childers, Jack Gibson, Josie Owen, Annette Montgomery, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Lisa Buckley

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:


	


I. CALL TO ORDER - Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – motion approved to accept modified July and August minutes.  Both minutes were approved as read.
III. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA – The Chair suggested that we have an orientation soon to go over commission duties, responsibilities and ethics.  It was suggested that this be the topic of a future retreat.  

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee - A discussion about acquisition guidelines for open space parcels was entertained.  It was suggested that the Planning Department could give us such guidelines or rationale for past acquisition.  Ellen Reckhow stated that a little less than $1 million each year is appropriated by the County for open space acquisition.  The Committee feels the need to identify what open space parcels are either available or desirable and evaluate them in light of the guidelines.  Helen Youngblood stated that such guidelines are a part of the Open Space Plans adopted by the Commission, the City and the County.  Bo Glenn stated that these plans do not cover the entire County and that a plan for the entire County is needed. Helen Youngblood clarified that the plans cover all areas except the Flat River area. The Committee, along with the Finance Committee was asked to consider if a bond issue might be needed to acquire more open space than the current budgeted monies allow.  Bo suggested that a complete inventory of all open space of all types currently protected would be a good place to start this evaluation. Youngblood indicated that the City /County Planning Department is in the process of creating some open space atlases. 
Education Committee – Center Fest was a success with many people stopping by the booth.  Maps continue to be popular.  
Matching Grants Committee- the Committee will meet on September 21st to initiate the current grant cycle. 
Trails Committee – A workday on September 29th for the Mountains-to-the-Sea Trail was announced.  The Committee is also working on “Cut Sheets” for the six trails that the Committee considers high priority trails.  These include the Duke Beltline Trail, the Third Fork Creek Trail, the West Ellerbee Creek Trail, the Pearsontown Trail, the Warren Creek Trail and the north section of the Sandy Creek Trail.  The Committee feels that these “cut sheets” will be useful tools to make county residents aware of the status of these priority trails.  

The Committee also suggested that someone should attend the upcoming meeting of the Downtown Durham, Inc. meeting and remind them of the importance of trails. Ellen Reckhow stated that they will be attending this meeting and Helen agreed to send beltline information to Bill Kalkhof, the director of Downtown Durham Inc.  

Dan Clever announced that there will be a public meeting in early November concerning the design for the I-40 Bridge which will connect the north and south sections of the American Tobacco Trail.  He also announced that the design plans for the Third Fork Trail to bring the project in budget are progressing.  

Development Review Committee – As there were no urgent plans to review, there was no report for this committee.  
Finance Committee – In addition to considering if a bond issue might be advisable for acquiring more open space (see Open Space Committee), the Committee was charged to look into the possibility of a fund for accepting donations for trails and open space.  A 501 (c) account is already set up in the Parks and Recreation Department. A fund could be established and guidelines for donation should be studied by the committee.  
V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Committee – Bo Glenn asked about the plans for the new “gateway” bridge over NC 147. Helen will follow up with an update.
Recreation Advisory Committee – This Committee has lost 2 members but gained 3 new members.  Dick Mentock reported that one of the factors slowing progress on the Third Fork Creek Trail was an absentee landowner who will not sign the right-of-way papers for the trail to cross his property.  The City may proceed with condemnation to force his hand.  
New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee – Charlie Welch reported that the Committee held a meeting on September 5th at which many constituent groups came together to discuss trails and open space in the New Hope Watershed.  He also announced that the Planning Committee for the Hollow Rock Park will have its first meeting on September 18th and will have its second meeting on October 29th.  Wendy Jacobs was elected as chair of this committee.
VI. OLD BUSINESS

· George Brine requested that the Planning Commission look at tracts of land near major transportation corridors and those that were acquired adjacent to the Eno Drive and that these be reported back to the Planning Commission...  
Committee Assignments – There was a request for an updated list of all committees and committee membership.  It was suggested that the Commission look into sending a liaison to the Durham Central Park group.  
The Chair thanked Tom Stark for hosting the meeting and the meeting adjourned 8:35 PM
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