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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, October 17th  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Helen Youngblood, R. Kelly Bryant, Jr, Andrew Edmonds, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Sue Willis, Annette Montgomery, John Goebel, Paula Childers, Josie Owen, LaDawnna Summers, Charlie Welch, Jason Reyes, Will Wilson, Lisa Buckley, Jack Gibson, Dick Mentock, Mike Woodard

	Members Excused:
	Ellen Reckhow, Bill Greuling

	Members Absent:
	Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Tom Stark

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Kevin Etheridge


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7.02pm.

II. Approval of Minutes – George requested the following correction to the September meeting minutes: under Old Business, “George Brine reported that the Planning Commission passed a resolution asking that staff look at tracts along abandoned transportation corridors to see if the zoning on those tracts was appropriate.”  The minutes, with this amendment, were unanimously approved.

III. Agenda Adjustments
· Addition of West Point Park update to Other Updates

· Addition of Annual Meeting discussion to New Business

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee – Formulating guidelines for acquisition.  Lisa made a new version, which will include both a one-page rating system and a longer version.

Three watershed grants in the Little River area have come through.  The properties encompass a couple hundred acres – one as an easement, and one as a fee-simple purchase.

Discussion of mass transit corridors.  Bo expressed desire to see a countywide map that depicts a “wish list”: for acquisition if we had unlimited funding.  With the influx 9and expected influx) of newcomers, we need to accumulate contiguous tracts and divert new populations to denser areas.  George echoed this sentiment and stated that such a redirection of newcomers dovetails with greenhouse gas emission pledges.  Glenn mentioned the Orange County Planning Department TDR Special Studies (website).

Will passed around a copy of canopy cover maps in Durham, created by Duke student Joe Sexton.

Helen stated that the City/County Planning Department is also looking at creating Open Space Atlases.  Paula mentioned that the MapAsheville GIS site (website) allows users to click on a subdivision project and view information and site plans about the proposed changes.

Education Committee – Website architecture continues to be worked upon.  BPAC will host a temporary website; however, Dick has leased three domain names for future use:


durhamopenspace.com
durhamopenspace.org
durhamtrails.org

Each of these three URLs is temporarily redirected to Will’s personal DOST webpage (website).

Andy met with Juliet Jensen of DPR and briefly spoke about creating a more interested booth experience at the Earth Day festival.  One idea is to encourage visitors to ride a stationary bicycle in front of a TV screen displaying a movie view of the American Tobacco Trail.

Matching Grants Committee – Kevin Etheridge, Matching Grants Administrator, offered a report.  The application cycle ended October 6 and six were received totaling $170,000.  Only $85,000 is available, though a few thousand dollars were left over from previous years and may possibly be applied to this year’s recipients.  The applications include two playgrounds, a disc golf course at Leigh Park, an Eagle Scout trail, a Self-Help project in Maplewood Park, and a SEEDS garden at Leigh Park.

Trails Committee – November 13 is the public comment meeting for Phase E of the ATT (NC54 to the Chatham County Line, including the I-40 bridge).  7pm in these chambers.  This is not an open house, some come prepared with questions and statements.

Third Fork Creek trail will now extend from Woodcroft to MLK Boulevard.

Helen sent a copy of the Duke Beltline map to DDI’s Bill Kalkhof for him to discuss at their annual meeting (Mike confirmed that Bill did not).  Helen also sent a copy to Patrick Baker, who was impressed by it.  Mike said the Real Estate Office has contracted an appraiser and should have an appraisal by the end of November, if not sooner.

Jason is developing cut sheets for six of the trails.  Greenways, Inc. is donating the design time.

Kelly recommended the documents being produced by the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro MPO (of which Bo is a member).  (website)

At 2pm on December 9 there will be a hike to celebrate the growth by 16 acres of the Eno State Park.  Josie said an area off Latta Road behind the Food Lion formerly designated “commercial” is now marked “wild” (through a penstroke of Beth Timson?).

The Mountains to Sea trail (map) and the East Coast Greenway (map) will intersect in Durham (although the exact location is as yet unknown): what should we put there?  Start brainstorming.  Quick ideas include a major trailhead with bike rentals (REI-sponsored construction) or a rose compass on the ground.

Patrolling park rangers (for the entire park and trail system in the City) have dropped from 7 to 4.

Development Review Committee – Several items:

(1) Re-review of Jordan at Southpoint, across from Herndon Park.  This is a conservation subdivision and will be under city jurisdiction, as they asked for annexation.

(2) “Stonehill”, off Freeman Road.  Falls under the East Durham Open Space plan.  Developer has ignored requests for 350’ setback off Chunky Pipe Creek.
(3) Treyburn alternative sidewalk plan.  Some portions completed.  Winds in and out of private land – some is concrete/asphalt, but some is not.  Stay tuned.
(4) Alexan Garret Farms.  The project is moving through the process, but now a dissident citizen group has sprung up.  They have two issues: storm drainage concerns, and what will happen to the old structures.
Finance Committee – Did not meet.

Dan wants Trails Committee to meet with the Finance Committee to set approximate costs for future trails.  Annette adamantly stated that the City’s CMOR procedure is not working and believes that it hinders the helpfulness of DOST.
Nominations Committee – No report.
V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Committee – Discussion of bicycle lane along Fayetteville near the Lowe’s site.  Helen stated that it is sometimes difficult to interpret the adopted plans in relationship to the UDO and the Comprehensive Plan.

Recreation Advisory Committee – Dick commented on RAC meeting within the Trails Committee update.

New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee – John reported that hikes have been led along the Hollow Rock property, and a planning committee has meet to decide what should go there.  Several easements cross the property, so there may only be room for a few trails, a parking lot, and a nature center or pavilion.  Helen suggested that the Alexan Farm structures could possibly be moved there.

West Point on the Eno. – Josie reported that the bridgework should begin in November and finish in May or June 2008, depending on the amount of rain we get.  It is a $1M bridge of prefab construction, and will link the MTS trail with the North/South greenway.

Josie further reported news about Bob Chapman and Dick Luddington – and their interest in buying the property south of the Eno Park.  Also, there is some (private) talk that the Eno could become part of the state park system.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

None.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

Committee Members - Committee membership sheet was passed around.

NC-147 bridge Update – Helen reported that the bridge ($2M in funding) is $600,000 short in material costs.  One option is to seek funding through CIP (next: July 2008).  Dan mentioned the Surface Transportation Direct Allocation (STDA) program as another.

Central Park Representation - Helen will check with Camille Berry to see if a DOST representative is still warranted, now that the greenway through the park has been completed.

Annual Meeting – Dan would like to convene an annual meeting in January.  Committees should bring past achievements and future goals.  Helen suggested that DOST (and the Planning Dept) move toward the creation of an “environmental summit” that would bring together all the local groups that work on similar issues.

November’s monthly DOST meeting will be moved to the 14th to accommodate Thanksgiving holiday plans.

Meeting adjourned 8.53pm.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919. 560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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