	[image: image1.jpg]



	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
November 14, 2007( 7:00 p.m.

Committee Room

Second Floor, City Hall


	Members Present:
	Andrew Edmunds, Will Wilson, Bill Grueling, Lisa Buckley, R. Kelly Bryant, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Jason Reyes, Charlie Welch, John Goebel, LaDawnna Summers, Dan Clever, Tom Stark, Glenn Bowles, Mike Woodard, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Josie Owen

	Members Absent:
	Paula Childers, Dick Mentock

	Members Excused
	Sue Willis, Bo Glenn, Annette Montgomery, Jack Gibson, Ellen Reckhow

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood 



	Guests Present:
	Jane Korest


I. Call to Order  

                  Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.
II. Approval of Minutes – Josie requested the following correction to the October meeting minutes: that the cost of the bridge over the Eno River be adjusted.  The minutes, with this amendment, were unanimously approved. 

III. Agenda Adjustments - Helen requested that guest Jane Korest’s presentation be moved up in the agenda. 

IV. Committee Reports – 

Education Committee.  Andrew explained the progress the Committee has made on the website.  The Committee sought input on the links the website will have to other organizations.  Andrew asked the Commission members to review the links to ensure that the organizations are those that appropriately reflect DOST’s mission.  Valjeanne sought approval to introduce a photo contest on behalf of DOST to Durham Public Schools; the Commission approved this initiative.
Open Space Committee.  Jane Korest began with a presentation on “New Hope Creek Planning and Implementation.”  She shared the original plan created in the 1990s for New Hope Creek to demonstrate its usefulness.  Jane discussed important early regional planning efforts between several jurisdictions in the area including the City of Durham and the Town of Chapel Hill.  She showed a map of new acreage (1178 acres) acquired in the last 15 years around New Hope Creek.  Tom Stark asked Jane about the bridge renovation over 15-501, and she explained how the widening it can enhance the wildlife corridor.  Jane emphasized that the New Hope Creek and other plans over the years has been critical in advocating for increased land protection.  

Glenn asked about the extent of permitted recreational activities in a floodplain.  A discussion began about the difficultly of constructing and using soccer fields in a floodplain due to the soils and elevation.  

Jane delivered a second presentation on “County Open Space” with a focus on northern Durham acquisitions.  She passed around a map of the area and announced two new acquisitions on the Little River obtained through a combination of state grants and County contributions.  Their upstream location and ample riverfront acreage makes these particularly outstanding tracks of land.  She also briefly introduced another acquisition and how it was assembled in part through the application of a conservation easement.     
Jane noted that the Army Corps of Engineers is updating their Master Plan of corps lands around Jordan Lake.  This is the first update since 1982, following a stalled update in 1995.  She pointed out that the length of the comment period (30 days) is short considering it takes place over the holiday season and is in response to an update on a 25-year-old plan.  Helen had not received notice of this update through the Planning Department.  Glenn also did not receive notice through Orange County.  

Discussion ensued over the best means for obtaining a copy of the plan for review as well as recommending a longer comment period.  Dan asked about writing a letter to the project manager.  Josie suggested making phone calls and that several of the Committee chairs send emails.  Will expressed an interest in having the project manager speak at the December DOST meeting.  A combination of these methods was agreed upon.  Some Commission members agreed that Dan’s letter should focus on 1) extending the comment period and 2) requesting a copy or copies of the Master Plan.  A motion to have the Chair write a letter to the project manager was approved.
Matching Grants Committee.  Members absent.

Trails Committee.  Kelly and others attended the meeting pertaining to the American Tobacco Trail extension over Interstate 40.  (The bridge is planned to cross I-40 just west of Fayetteville Road, linking Route 54 to areas near the Southpoint Mall.) At the meeting a staff member discussed the proposed design.   Some concerns were voiced about the terrain south of the bridge and the potential for trail flooding.  John Goebel reported that the general sentiment at the meeting was to “move ahead” and make progress on construction. 

Jason asked about the progress on the appraisal of the Duke Beltline.  

Mike responded that he is been kept informed of the process and that it is underway.  Jason expressed support for Downtown Durham Inc. becoming a partner in the planning process. 

Development Review Committee.  Met and had nothing to report.

Finance Committee. Nothing to report.

Bike/Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  Did not meet. Will discuss coordination of road paving and bike lane construction at next meeting.

Recreational Advisory Committee. Nothing to report.  Mike relayed that funding for bike and pedestrian amenities was heavily supported by Council members in the new Transportation Improvements Plan.

New Hope Advisory Committee.  John provided an update on Hollow Rock.  Charlie expressed interest in closing the gravel portion of Pickett Road; the exact location is still up for debate.
Friends of West Point on the Eno.  Josie announced that construction on the bridge over the Eno would begin as soon as the next few months; a hike will be held in December in celebration of the 16 acre addition to the park.  Josie and other ‘Friends’ met with Council member Farad Ali to discuss the possibility of placing Black Meadow Ridge in a conservation easement.  They met with representatives of a Haw River conservation group to learn about their conservation initiatives.  The ‘Friends’ are discussing the possibility of adding the Eno Park to the state system, given advice and motivation by Dick Ludington.

Other updates.

The location, timing, and content of the annual retreat was discussed.    February was offered as an optimal time, and Spruce Pine Lodge was offered as a location.  Commissioners generally agreed to compile goals in committee and discuss at the retreat.  Dan, Helen, and others debated the need for preparing goals before March in order to advance budget items or include them in the Joint City County Planning Commission work program.  

Hill Forest update.  Jane informed the Commission of this 2400 acre North Carolina State University site in far north Durham County.  It is unique in that it is one of a very few public open spaces in this section of the County.  At issue is the possibility of expanding recreational use privileges.  Recreational rights may be leased in order to increase funding.  Trail maintenance and recent liability insurance increases make the park a difficult site for the university to manage financially.  
Helen announced that the Conservation Subdivision section of the Unified Development Ordinance will be presented before Joint City County Planning Commission for possible revisions in January.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Lisa Buckley, Commissioner at-large
DATE RECORDED
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