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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday March 21, 7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, Josie Owen, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Annette Montgomery, George Brine, John Goebel, Tom Stark, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Ellen Reckhow, Sue Willis, Bill Greuling, Paula Childers, Dick Mentock, Andrew Edwards

	Members Excused:
	Bill Morrison, Lisa Buckley, Liz Pullman, Dan Clever

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard, 

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
II. Approval of Minutes
Meetings minutes for February were moved, seconded and approved
III. Agenda Adjustments
· Add time to discuss revised resolution provided in February.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space Committee The committee met and discussed the possible Little River property acquisitions/conservation easements.  The proposal is for approximately 350 acres on either side of the Little River in north Durham.  The committee plans a site visit for March 24th at 10 AM.  The County is looking for possible funding. Future meetings of this committee will be held on the second Wednesday of the month at 5:00 PM – starting in April.
Education Committee – The committee met just prior to the DOST meeting.  There are 3 upcoming events that need volunteers.  Saturday, April 21st is Earth Day – final preparations and sign-up will be conducted at our April meeting.  Valjeanne will be soliciting volunteers.  The festival at the Eno will be held on Wednesday, July 4th and the following weekend on the 7th and the 8th.  Center fest will be on September the 15th and the 16th.  The committee is planning 3 quarterly Newsletters.  The first one will be ready for the Eno festival.  This committee is still planning to work on a Web site – target date July.  Will offered to get a Domain Name.  This committee will meet on the third Wednesday just prior to DOST meetings at 6:00 PM.

Helen has reserved a booth for the Eno and Center fest.  We will be sharing a booth with other organizations like Bike Pedestrian, MTS, and possibly Rails to Trails.
Matching Grants Committee- no meeting – Bo requested an update on progress.  We still need to submit a newspaper article.
Trails Committee –no meeting  

Development Review Committee –North Gate Park renovation will include stream restoration.  
Another area of discussion is the Alexan Garrett Farms just north of the Oak Creek Shopping center off Garrett road.  The plan had been previously denied.  The areas of concern include private roads/property with possible restricted access to possible public spaces.  The committee will be asking for use of the old farm road as pedestrian access and for the stream crossing.  The “historic structures” on the property need to be preserved/relocated. The Development Review Committee recommends that a large portion (30-+ of the parcel west of Mud Creek) be dedicated as open space/tree save. This parcel sits within the New Hope Creek Plan. Helen will inform DOST when this proposal will go before the City Council 
Finance Committee – Will meet after DOST and will plan to meet again prior to the next meeting in April, Helen will publish meeting time and location.
Falls Lake Committee – Question on the status of the MTST.  Are there overlapping areas where the trail can/will be maintained by multiple organizations?
V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Committee – No Report

Recreation Advisory Committee – The renovation of North Gate Park was discussed with discussion as well on the development of the dog park along Ellerbe Creek.  There is concern with items being deleted from the original dog park plan and on what was required. Beth Timson and Diana of Ellerbe Creek Association have discussed the issues and had questions addressed. Updates to be presented at future meetings
New Hope Corridor Advisory – This group is anxious to get the Hollow Rock community Park up and running and they would like to get updated on what is happening with Githens Park soccer field.  Efforts are being made to identify sources for matching grants.  
Parks and Rec Trails/ Greenways – no report.  Helen had hoped that Rosetta Radtke would be able to attend to report.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

Eastern Durham Open Space Plan Progress – There is a planned work session to be held on April 2nd.  And the plan should be presented by mid April to the City Council and County Commissioners.  Bo plans to be present and to represent DOST.  
Review membership/appointments – DOST is seeking recommendations.  Possibility of asking Charley Welsh to fill an at large for the New Hope Area.  John Manuel still has interest in being on DOST.  We could also use a representative for the Oak Grove area.
Revised Open Space Resolution – The text of the resolution was presented with 3 basic areas needing to be addressed.  After some heated discussion and confirmation that the DOST believes there is a value and need for a resolution, the issue was sent back to committee.  A revised version of the resolution will be delivered to DOST membership prior to the April meeting.
V.  NEW BUSINESS

Annual Report – Helen requested that DOST members review and provide feedback to her.  She suggested focusing on committee structure and the liason reps.  She prefers that comments be sent to her via e-mail.
Meeting adjourned  8:30 PM
Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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