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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
June 20, 2007
Committee Room
Second Floor, City Hall


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn,  Kelly Bryant, Jr,  Andrew Edmonds, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Sue Willis, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Paula Childers, Tom Stark, Josie Owen, Bill Greuling, Jason Reyes

	Members Excused:
	Lisa Buckley, Jack Gibson, Ellen Reckhow, 

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard, Richard Mentock

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood




I. Call to Order: The chair called the meeting to order at 7 PM.

II. Adjustments to the agenda:  Report on a proposed project with Michelle Wallace, was placed under new business. 

III. Introduction of new commissioner: Jason Reyes 

IV. Approval of May Minutes: The approval of the minutes was postponed until the July meeting. 

V. Committee Reports: 

Open Space Committee:  It was reported that the Lakewood YMCA may be sold and would make an excellent park. Among its attractive features are an indoor swimming pool and a soccer field. The committee suggested that DOST may want to lobby Durham Parks and Recreation to consider acquiring this property. 
Education Committee:  The committee is working on the fall, 2007 newsletter. It will be ready for distribution at the upcoming Eno Festival. Each commissioner will be sent a PDF copy of the newsletter for his/her review. In addition to the articles and photographs that had already been submitted, Will Wilson, Dan Clever and Robert Glenn offered to submit articles that will be used in the Fall and Winter edition of the newsletter. A signup sheet for Eno Festival volunteer was circulated among the members.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919. 560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
Matching Grants Committee: The next cycle for the matching grants won’t start until August. Matching grants has generated two million dollars since the program started.

Trails Committee:  The committee passed out copies of the chart of “Planned Durham Trails Status.”  It was reported that General Services could give the best estimates of construction costs the trails committee is looking into that. The committee recommended that the first priority should be to finish the trails that have been started: Third Fork Creek, West Ellerbe Creek, Pearson town, and Rocky Creek. The second priority should be to determine what we will ask for in the next bond issue. It was suggested that the Chair make a presentation about DOST to the Citizen Capital Improvement Panel (CCIP) among whose duties it is to evaluate and recommend projects for funding in the Capital Improvement Plan. Other priorities are an update on section D/E of the American Tobacco trail, better signage on the trails and completion of the quarter-mile markers which Dan Clever and Kelly Bryant conceived and coordinated with 911 to assist trail users in pinpointing their positions. The Trails Committee has also recommended that we review our adopted plans to be sure they coordinate well with Durham Walks and BPAC plans which impact trails and open space. 

Development Review Committee:  


Downtown Duke Beltway Trail: Most of the cost of the trail is the cost of acquisition of the land. Initially the railroad appraisal came in at approximately $2 million for the property. Now they are asking for $6 million. Jason Reyes offered to develop a photo montage of the proposed the trail that could be used to make presentations to potential donors.  Ellen Reckhow suggested that we lobby NCDOT, the City and the County. She offered to make some contacts for us to determine where the appraisal process is at this point. 


T. W. Alexander (Z07-24): The proposed project plans to have 170,000 sq. feet of office space and 20,000 sq. feet of retail space. Open space will not be an issue because of the where the site is located. The committee recommends that the flood plain remain permanent and undeveloped. The committee also recommended that the aforementioned stipulations about the flood plain and tree coverage be among the committed elements.


Bivens Rd. Site (Z07-23): The five acre site is located in Northern Durham. There are stream buffers at the rear of the property. The proposed project plans to have 12 lots. Each lot will have 9,000 to 10,000 sq feet. There is a request for a PDR 2 rezoning. The committee reported that there is an historic building on the property they would like to see protected or relocated. 

 The committee recommended a cluster design and a loop road. 


Duke School Site (D06-445): Site Plan re-reviews expansion of the school. A 50’ greenway easement has been granted for access to Duke Trails and tennis courts were eliminated. The flood plain will remain as permanent open space.  The committee will inform the Friends of New Hope.


Alexan Garrett Farms: This is a 60-+acre site on which there are plans to build apartment/townhouse units. It is located behind Oak Creek Village. The developer has agreed to move an historic building. There is a trail head adjacent to the property. The committee recommended that the area west of Mud Creek be left undisturbed as permanent open space and that consideration be given by the developer to dedicate that property to the County in the near future. The committee also recommended that a public access easement to the 100’ foot Mud Creek Trail be established and set forth as a committed element along with the above. 


West Pointe on the Eno: A developer wants to develop a 60 plus acre existing zone PDR-6.2 parcel adjacent to the park. The surrounding zones are single family. It has not been formally submitted for site plan approval. The property has two creeks steep slopes and is with in an inventory site. Friends of The Eno have been active in questioning development of the properties and have raised several issues. They have contacted the city about the property and the possible land exchange from 2005.

Nomination Committee: The committee will make a report at the next meeting.


      Bike-Ped Committee: The committee will make a report at the next meeting.


      Recreation Committee The committee will make a report at the next meeting.

New Hope Advisory Committee:  The committee will follow up on developments for 15-501 bridge over Mud Creek. 

VI. Old Business: There was no old business.

VII. New Business: The chair of the education committee spoke with Michelle Wallace, the Horticultural Agent for the Durham County Cooperative Extension Service. She would like DOST to collaborate with her agency in the development of 55 acres south of Briggs Avenue into a public park and horticultural garden.  It was agreed that we invite her to give a presentation to DOST at one of our monthly meetings.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

Submitted by Valjeanne Jones-Williams

Valjeanne Jones-Williams 
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