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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, July 18th  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Helen Youngblood, R. Kelly Bryant, Jr, Andrew Edmonds, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Sue Willis, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Annette Montgomery, Tom Stark, John Goebel, Paula Childers, Josie Owen, LaDawnna Summers, Charlie Welch, Jason Reyes

	Members Excused:
	Ellen Reckhow, Will Wilson, Bill Greuling, Jack Gibson, Lisa Buckley

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard, Richard Mentock

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	.


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:00

II. Approval of Minutes – May meeting minutes moved, seconded and approved at 7.20pm, after a quorum had been reached.  June meeting minutes will be reviewed during the August meeting.

III. Agenda Adjustments
· Addition of West Point Park update to Other Business

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee – Discussion of the Lakewood YMCA.  The neighborhood has asked the YMCA Board for a 6-month delay in deciding what to do with the property, from which the Y is losing money by maintaining.  The building is in some state of disrepair, but it has a pool and the property is a good location for soccer fields in the area.

Greg Schuster, the County Open Space Land Manager, gave the committee a first draft list of criteria for obtaining property for open space use in the county.  DOST should develop a metric for deciding which parcels are a priority for our group.  Jason mentions “Small Change for Big Change” website as one resource.

The committee expressed a desire to develop a poster and leaflet for Urban Open Space visibility.  We should also encourage private ownership with good stewardship, even on lands that do not have public access (for beautiful viewsheds, etc.). 

Education Committee – The newsletter is out.  Discussed website ideas.  Valjeanne discussed staging an annual award luncheon, aimed at raising awareness of DOST presence, and as a way to honor citizens.  (Annette likened the idea to the Golden Leaf Awards given by the Appearance Commission.)  Another idea is a children’s photography contest, which could be juried by N&O/Herald editors.  We should increase our public exposure by writing more letters to the editor.

Briggs Avenue property south of Durham Tech was given to NCSU by the developer.  It is about 50 acres and is located in the floodplain.  Michelle Wallace, of the Durham Cooperative Extension, is tentatively scheduled to offer a presentation to DOST in December about the parcel and the plans for it.  These possibly include an environmental studies program with educational gardens and an open-air amphitheater.  The grounds will provide much-needed open park space to this portion of Durham.

Matching Grants Committee- No report.

Trails Committee – The Eno River festival provided a forum by which to receive public comment.

Need to complete a priority list for the trails and finish their construction.

Paul Black, a planner with the Triangle J COG, and the committee will get together to discuss connectivity of trails between the counties and other joint efforts in which we can engage.

Discussion of the Greenway Development process, or “How an idea becomes a Trail”.  Beth Timson developed (and supplied DOST with) a process chart, from which Jason will plug into a graphic format.  He showed examples from a Greenville, SC greenway project he’s working on professionally.  Presentations such as this will help to convince City and County decision-makers of the benefit of prioritized trails, as well as improve relations with participating neighborhood associations.

Development Review Committee –  Several items

(1) Nichols Glen (East Durham) – may be treated as a rezoning request or as a conservation subdivision (East Durham Open Space Plan had not yet been adopted).  132 units and SFR lots.  No internal trails shown on the site plan.  Developer appears to intend to fill in an old farm pond?

(2) Davis Dr / Hopson Rd (Finsbury Phase II) + (Davis Park West) – a mixed use to residential portion.  Not much to comment on, but Helen requested that Bike/Ped comment.

(3) Fearrington Road – Epcon Communities.  A townhouse community, and there are some questions about the arraignments of the structures on the lot.

(4) Durham School of the Arts (on N Duke St) wishes to convert tennis courts along Trinity Avenue into parking.  No comments, as the area is already asphalt-surfaced.
Finance Committee – Need to articulate what data we wish to gather from city/county employees to track previous issues, and have them present these data in a timely fashion.  Funding sourcesfor trail construction: from grants, bonds, impact fees.  Invite private sector to fund certain sections of trails.  Need to figure out what we need money for and then lobby for it.

Valjeanne: Citizens CIP watchers.  Need to present to this group.

Annette: Show where we’ve spent money wisely, then develop a specific description for a bond question.

Helen: Beth Emerson, Julie Brennen, and Beth Timson will be invited to August meeting to explain to DOST how bond funds are dispersed (into which departments, etc)

Bo: Duke Beltline update.  In 2005, the asking price was $1.5M, but now Norfolk Southern is asking for $6M.  The city has appraised the rail line at $3M (but unsure of when this was).  We should use the upcoming election cycle to push for the negotiation and purchase of this corridor.
Nominations Committee – Valjeanne’s term expired, but was re-elected to the Commission.  Sue Willis was also reappointed.  

Officers elected by unanimous vote for the session year running 1 July 2007 through 30 June 2008:

Dan Clever, President

Bo Glenn, Vice President

Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Secretary.
V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Committee – 

Dan: BPAC has recently developed several committees, including Development Review and Communications.

Alston Avenue right turn lanes – NCDOT has agreed to remove some of them.  Sidewalk width is as yet unknown and close to the road.

Formation of statewide BPAC group.

The new neck downs on Anderson Street have caused some confusion for bicyclists.  BPAC was not consulted on the design of them.  Here’s an opportunity for improved future relations.

Bollards are located downtown, but not many bike racks.

Recreation Advisory Committee - None.

New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee – John gave an update on Hollow Rock Park and Leigh Farm planning.  Piedmont Wildlife Center has completed their move of administrative and custodian services to Leigh Farm.  

A lengthy presentation on Alexan Farms (off Garrett Road) ended in the endorsement by NHCCAC of the current plan (all DOST concerns have been met).

Helen:  The existing farmhouse could be moved to Hollow Rock – the developer will need three months’ prior to construction.  The developer is interested in using the barn.

Duke Forest got a matching grant for signage and maps.

West Point on the Eno. – Josie gave an update on proposed development just south of the park: 119 single family residences and 206 townhomes located on 60 acres west of Horton Hills and Argonne Hills.  Still many legal issues to work out.

VI. OLD BUSINESS

Eno River Festival – 

ATT and overall maps were most popular.

Took 64 addresses from festival attendees.

Common questions fielded involved the creation of the Duke Beltline and Timberlake rail corridor trails, Third Fork Creek, the ATT I-40 bridge, the Chatham County line extension to the ATT, the Eno Trail (from Horton into the Eno), the Eno causeway, and East Durham open space.

VI. NEW BUSINESS

Duke Beltway Map Changes  - Brief discussion of the Beltline map that was generated previously.

Meeting adjourned 9.03 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919. 560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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