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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	
	MINUTES
Wednesday January 17,  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, Josie Owen, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, Annette Montgomery, George Brine, William Morrison, John Goebel, Tom Stark Lisa Buckley, Sue Willis, Andrew Edmonds, Liz Pullman, Paula Childers, Ellen Reckhow,

	Members Excused:
	Romney Biddulph, 

	Members Absent:
	Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Mike Woodard, Richard Robertson, Bill Greuling,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
Meeting minutes for December with modifications for attendance were moved/approved.  Andrew Edmonds was in attendance, and George Brine should have been recorded absent.

III. Agenda Adjustments
(none)

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee Will informed DOST that roughly 130 acres on a key sector of the Little River Corridor is under negotiation for protection.


Another concern/question/discussion the committee had was with regard to Impervious Surface Regulations. The current ordinance allows for transfer of impervious surface to other lots in the same basin. Staff has met internally and discussed some issues with the current ordinance dealing with developer’s ability to transfer impervious surfaces. The Open Committee has also discussed this issue. Discussion ensued: The Chair questioned the ability of relative value be used to evaluate the exchange of property/swap out?  Can Sales value or Appraised value be considered?  DOST was referred to section 8 of the current ordinance.  DOST may be in a position to review and make a recommendation.  Bo would like the Open Space Committee to continue to investigate – Glen will help address this issue.   

Education Committee – No Report

Matching Grants Committee- Annette informed us that the 3 grants that were submitted received approval (Ellerbe Creek, Eno River Association, and Watts Elementary).  A question was raised to determine if media coverage was solicited or if we could publish an Op Ed for local newspapers.  Kevin’s report would very useful.  Helen will provide Kevin’s final publication to DOST.  Josie voiced an interest in authoring a letter to the editor or Op Ed article. 

Trails Committee – Kelly and Dan presented a 5-page summary for the committee addressing the need for emergency response on trails.  It included ways to clarify where an individual might be on a trail and changes for marking the trails for EMS to use to respond to emergencies.  Due to budget constraints some of the concepts would not be immediately applicable, however there are many methods of standardization and marking that should be possible.  (See attached meeting recommendations). 

Approval of these recommendations was sought from DOST.  Motion made and approved.  

Trails committee along with staff will review the recommendations.   A cover letter will be drafted to the city council from the chair to increase attention to the need within the community.  The focus will be on requesting mapping and locators/markers within a reasonable time of the trails with the emphasis on the safety needs of citizens as the area continues to grow. Trails Committee will also address problematic sites for access.  Discussion revolved around additional notes that could be included via mapping to 911 operators so that response times from EMS are not hindered on trails.

The group also discussed conformity of signs.  The committee and DOST feel that there needs to be an effort to make all trail signs consistent.

Development Review Committee – Reviewed site plans.  Of interest was the continued discussion on the Old Chapel Hill Road / Githens Park Site.  This proposal has some complex issues to resolve. Issues include, the natural heritage site (a rare American beach forest) located in the property’s flood plain.  Friends of New Hope Creek have expressed their concerns about the location of the soccer field as it relates to the inventory site.

This development should continue to be addressed and staff will provide an update.

A mixed-use development Z07-09 is being proposed for the Kroger property off of Mayfair and 15-501 University Drive area.  The plan is for a mixed-use development containing a 5-story parking deck and a 4-story residential/retail area.  

The re-review of case Z06-39 rezoning at Trey burn Village.  There are questions about the Open Space.  Issues are still unclear about the Open Space allotted for the zoning to the south and east of the property in the Little River Corridor.

Organon Teknika plans to add roughly 112,000 square feet on their property. Over all Site has some historic structures and a cemetery. 

Finance Committee – no meeting.  Members identified for committee include: Brine, Edmonds, Morrison, Greuling, Montgomery, Stark,

A continued request was made for the committee to formalize meetings.  Helen mentioned that a spreadsheet is being developed and has been on projects and she is seeking input from various departments.  With the increased attention to this area, the chair expressed the fact that it will be easier to explore alternative funding through grants and corporate sponsorship. 

Falls Lake Committee – No Report

V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Committee – Dale McKeel is now the new Bike Pedestrian Coordinator.   Dan Clever is the new Chair of the Bike Pedestrian Commission.

Of issue for the BPAC is the proposed widening of Alston Avenue turning it into a 6 lane highway from 147 to I 85.  The committee is concerned.  They plan a letter writing campaign and to contact media.  The committee views NCDOT actions as inconsistent.  Very little has been done to resolve public concern.
Recreation Advisory committee– No Report

New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee – (also addressed the issues of Githens Park – see above) There was an update of the Leigh Farm Park development.  One of the issues deals with establishing sewer lines to the park.  How Paladium phase III development gets publicized to others was questioned by DOST.  Are the surrounding neighborhood developments being notified?

Staff addressed the question 

VI. OLD BUSINESS

· Eastern Durham Open Space Plan – was moved forward by JCCPC to the February 13, 2007 Planning Commission Meeting.  Bo asked that a final copy be made available.  The plan can be located on the Planning website.  Helen will provide a web link.

VII. NEW BUSINESS

· Annual Report – should be available for the Feb or March Meeting.  No draft is available.  All committees are requested to dust off their work plans from last year and do an assessment of the progress.  What are each committee’s accomplishments?  Each committee needs to provide an update to Helen to help her put together the annual report.

· Earth Day – April 21st 

· Durham has reached a milestone with 1,000 acres of protected lands.

· John Geobel has been installed as our representative to the Hollow Rock Committee for park development.

· Will Wilson and Glen Bowles have been reappointed to DOST.  Helen will provide an updated DOST member list to everyone.

Meeting adjourned 

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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