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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
February 21, 2007  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, Andrew Edmonds, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, John Goebel, Dick Mentock, Tom Stark, Liz Pullman, Lisa Buckley, Bill Morrison, Bill Greuling, Paula Childers, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, 

	Members Excused:
	Annette Montgomery, Bo Glenn, Ellen Reckhow, Josie Owen

	Members Absent:
	Sue Willis, Mike Woodard,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood


I. Call to Order Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
II. Approval of Minutes - The meeting minutes from January 2007 were reviewed, amended and approved.  Excused absence should also include Dick Mentock.  Official minutes contain the attachment (trails report and recommendations)
III. Agenda Adjustments - none - It was stated that a quorum for DOST is a majority plus one meaning all business must have at minimum 12 members present.

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space Committee (Lisa Buckley) – This committee is working on 3 goals this year. 
1) The Transfer of Impervious Surfaces.  The committee would like to see a stronger UDO.  In this area they would like to see a minimum size established for plots of land (say 5 acres).  They believe that natural features need to be preserved and possibly some definition on retrofitting existing parking lots needs to be addressed.  With some time to think through suggestions this committee will draft a resolution.  The UDO appears to be on a 6-month cycle for review and issues appear to be addressed when reaching deadlines or when there is community input and urgency.  There also seems to be an effort on group issues.

2) Develop Criteria for land to be transferred

3) Continuation on working on the Urban Open Space Plan.

There also was discussion regarding how to acquire / purchase 3 parcels on the little river.  There might be a way to just acquire an easement instead of an outright purchase. 

Will Wilson has a Duke Grad study class that is working to calculate GIS layers and to determine effective ways of enhancing urban environments.  One issue is to determine an economic return on open space proposals.  Similar study will address the impact of storm water pipes versus impervious surface and / or trees.  The students are collecting data to assess impact on the ecosystem   Plans are for a report to be delivered interdepartmentally at Duke some time in April.
Education Committee – Membership is growing.  Plans are to hold a meeting the last week in February.  Members will include Andrew Edmonds, Josie Owens, Sue Willis, Will Wilson and Valjeanne Jones-Williams.

Josie was going to do an op Ed for the newspaper about the grant process and the recipients of the Matching Grant awards.  Major focus of this committee will be to initiate a DOST website.  It was suggested that it be included in the BPAC or trails websites. (Staff has addressed this previously) 
Matching Grants Committee- no meeting – deadlines should again be sometime in August.  
Trails Committee – (Kelly) The committee met and they have no current actions.  Upcoming dates include a MST work session (March 3rd), Earth Day (April 21st), February 27 at Jordan High and again on March the 1st at Durham County central Library there are planned community meetings to discuss transportation plans.  CIP meeting the first Wednesday of the month.  (Valjeanne is a committee member)  Coffee with council will be held on March 10th at Lyons Park.   The last MST work day was on Feb 10th and roughly 2 miles were cleared.  Penny’s Bend has been cleared.  The committee spoke with Rosetta Radtke, the new trails planner in Parks and Recreation, (American Tobacco Trail) on how to implement a marker system – there possibly could be a job in this for a summer intern.

The trails committee is interested in contacting surrounding counties to connect with other Trails committees.  Helen will check with the planning department to help assist in establishing a working collaboration.  The trails committee will work out the details. 
The trails committee also reports that the Durham Chapel Hill Carrboro MPO is presenting information on population projections up to the year 2035. The MPO is also in the process of working on a long range plan to address these projections.  
Development Review Committee –. Mostly re-reviews of site plans, Jordan at South Point and the Duke School in New Hope area.  
A continuation on the Githens School site.  The soccer field location still is at issue.  

Another item of concern is the American Tobacco Trail near Fayetteville Rd and Wood Croft where the Auto Shine car wash might have encroached onto the City property.  Currently there are no requirements for buffers adjacent to the ATT or other trails.  The trail has a variety of zones (commercial, residential, industrial, park, etc.). It is not classified as public right-of-way.
Finance Committee –Helen let the board know that she had farmed out requests for updates to a draft financial report. No responses were given from most folks so Helen created a DOST compilation of the current CIP projects. (DOST requested that Helen send to the group what she has done)  The committee has not met.  Helen will contact the committee members so they can identify a date.  The plan is for the committee to have a working lunch prior to the next DOST meeting.  One goal is to identify better ways to finance our trails and to establish methods to officially accept corporate donations on behalf of DOST.  In the meantime Helen will distribute the Draft CIP report.  
Falls Lake Committee – No Report

V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Commission –. Bo was nominated to and will serve as a representative to the Special Advisory Commission on Transit.  BPAC plans to write a letter to the Editor to address the removal of the Right turn lanes on NCDOT’s Alston Avenue widening plan to make the intersection safer pedestrians and bikers.
Recreation Advisory Commission – Reemphasized the value of the coffee with council meetings.  Announced the upcoming opening of Herndon Park (June 2007).  The city will be responsible for completing the work.  This is located at Scott King road near the Chatham County and the American Tobacco Trail.
New Hope Creek Corridor advisory Commission – met with the Corp of Engineers at Jordan lake.  The New Hope group didn’t feel confident that the Corp understood the issues.  

The commission also is keeping up with the Jordan Soccer field issues and Jordan at South point.  
The 15/501 bridge is imminent, however crossing new Hope Creek/Garret Road area will need to be addressed.  The group is unsure how bikes could access the area.  Questions to be asked of BPAC 
Parks & Rec Trails/Greenways – Rosetta Radtke to be invited to attend one of our meetings to make a presentation
VI. OLD BUSINESS

Annual Report – Helen will prepare the Annual report for next meeting.  Individual committees were asked to submit their individual goals to Helen by March 2nd (next week)
Eastern Durham Open Space Plan Progress – This plan went before the Planning Commission with very few questions and passed unanimously.  There was a resolution made to thank everyone involved in their efforts to generate this plan including DOST.  

The Planning Commission also was impressed with the Oak Grove community rally against the proposed text amendment from residential to industrial in the area.  Many spoke on behalf of the neighborhood, endorsing the Eastern Durham Open Space Plan.  We will be seeking an Oak Grove representative to serve on the DOST Commission.

Membership and appointments – Romney Biddulph resigned – moving.  During a coffee with council it might be useful to request the Mayor to appoint a representative to DOST.  A question was asked regarding John Manuel’s application. (Staff addressed)
VII. NEW BUSINESS

Two vacancies on the Planning Commission – one for the Mangum district and another for city at large.  There may be a third slot for District 3 becoming available. 
A letter of notification went out this week to announce the Upper Neuse River Basin efforts for stream restoration on Lick Creek. (EDOSP area).   Funding is available through the Upper Neuse River Basin Association (TJCOG) and from the clean Water trust fund.  Areas affected are those with highest turbidity and erosion problems.  
Questions prior to adjourning included a discussion on who would be good contacts for Trail interconnectivity and to discuss the jurisdictions Open Space acquisition plans.  Names included;  TJ COG, Kim Brewer, Mark Greenspan, John Hodges, Ben Hutchings, David Stancil or Rich Shaw in Orange County  
Meeting adjourned 8:33 PM
Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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