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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
2nd floor Committee Room

101 City Hall Plaza

Wednesday, December 19,  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, ,Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Josie Owen, Charlie Welch, LaDawnna Summers, John Goebel, Jason Reyes, Mike Woodard, Deborah Morgan

	Members Excused:
	George Brine, Liz Pullman, Ellen Reckhow, Annette Montgomery, Bill Greuling, Andrew Edmonds, Lisa Buckley,

	Members Absent:
	Sue Willis, Paula Childers, Tom Stark,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood, Kevin Etheridge

	Guests Present:
	Michelle Wallace


I. Call to Order Chairman Dan Clever called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
II. Approval of Minutes – motion made, seconded and approved to accept November’s meeting minutes
III. Agenda Adjustments
· Guest speaker, Michelle Wallace, Extension Agent presented an overview of the Briggs Avenue Demonstration Gardens.  Located on a 57 acre parcel of land south of Durham Tech on the southern edge of the Rocky Branch Creek owned by NCSU and managed by the NC Cooperative Extension Service.  It’s mission is to create an outdoor learning space where all people learn and interact with nature and take that experience to create and enhance personal and community well being.  She provided a slide presentation and distributed supporting hand-outs.  The intent is to develop a community garden roughly 2 acres in size and the majority of the site will remain managed woodlands with an extensive trail system and amphitheatre.  There is a need to rise roughly $4 M for operational costs and development.  This effort will take 3 to 4 years to become fully realized.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space Committee The Jordan Lake Master Plan needs to be reviewed and comments need to be submitted by Jan 18th.  DOST will address issues formally in writing and Helen recommends that key groups be encouraged to submit comments as well.  
Matching Grants Committee- Four grants were presented for final approval.  This will not award all the dollars allocated so some funding will revert back to the general funds.  Two grantees have been contacted for closure on their outstanding grant funds.  It was moved/seconded and approved to accept the committee recommendations of the 4 grant recipients.
Education Committee we have a website – www.bikewalkdurham.org/dost.  Members are encouraged to visit the site and provide information and recommendations to Valjeanne.
Trails Committee – The committee heard from the Ellerbee Creek watershed neighborhood association representatives about interest for trails and bike plans.  They also discussed plans for adopt-a-trail grants and applications.  The deadline is Jan 31, 2008 DOST request that a proposal be drafted to apply for a State Parks grant.  It was moved/seconded and approved that Rosetta and Helen proceed.  There is an arbor-day workshop Feb 19th in Charlotte.  Also there is a planned clean up at Warren Creek on Dec 22.  An email to DOST members will be sent out on the 20th with details.
A motion was made/seconded and approved to establish an annual DOST recognition award for outstanding service to be awarded each year no later than the last day in February.
Development Review Committee –.30 site plans were submitted. Of interest are 1) The old Durham athletic park renovation, 2) Bethesda Park request by the parks department to develop a disk golf course and sidewalks to the park, 3) a general report was given on the progress of the south point Conservation subdivision from the review committee.  
Finance Committee – No Report

Duke Beltline got back appraisal but need to address.

Handout was distributed Draft of the Budget Events Dates and times.

Recreation Advisory Commission–none

Other

· Friends of New Hope Creek, Hollow Rock (no news), Sandy Creek interested in possibly adding more trails. 15/501 bridge is under construction.
· Friends of West Point on the Eno – Joint City/County reviewing the properties that were rezoned as a part of the initial Eno Drive which is no longer on the books. Bridge over the Eno river progressing and should be complete by July 4th event
V. OLD BUSINESS

· Retreat – February 16th (9 – 12) possibly at Spruce Pine Lodge.  The agenda will be to review accomplishments, struggles, and goals for each committee 

V. NEW BUSINESS
· Friends of Hill Forest (Rougemont/Bahama) – Established as a not for profit early in December.  The Friends of Hill Forest represent and advocate for the interests of various community stakeholders; equestrians, kayakers, mountain bikers, hikers, birders, dog walkers, hunters, fishermen and general  users in the surrounding environs wishing to enjoy the Hill Demonstration Forest.  They have established their own website to publicize their organization and will be continuing their efforts to gain recognition.  Jack will invite a representative to speak at an upcoming DOST meeting.

· Helen and Keith are working on the revised trails master plan and will make a presentation at a future meeting.  Maps are looking good input needed from the trails committee.  
· American Tobacco Trail connectors of 1998 (Woodcroft) needs to be reviewed, Phase E needs to go through an RFP.
Meeting adjourned 9:10
Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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