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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, April 18th  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Helen Youngblood, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, Andrew Edmonds, Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, George Brine, Liz Pullman, Ellen Reckhow, Sue Willis, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, 

	Members Excused:
	John Goebel, Annette Montgomery, Paula Childers, Tom Stark, Josie Owen, Bill Greuling

	Members Absent:
	Lisa Buckley, Mike Woodard,

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	.


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:00
II. Approval of Minutes – March meeting minutes moved, seconded and approved
III. Agenda Adjustments
· None
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space Committee – No meeting.  The Open space Committee is still wants to address impervious surface Issues.  A discussion on the negative effects of increasing impervious surfaces was presented.  This committee is seeking ways to improve the UDO with regard to storm water and impervious surface issues and will present at a future meeting.  Seeking out ways to prioritize and categorize affects of impervious surface verses tree coverage. How to deal with impervious in urban areas-- Include those in urban open space Plan?  Looking for a method to qualify and clarify prior to accepting properties to off set impervious.  May want to consider reconvening the representatives that met previously. Staff suggested that City Storm Water has also been looking into new changes and could address many questions. We may want them to attend an Open Space Committee meeting. In addition to that, the EAB has also been working on Green Building issues many of which parallel the Open Space Committee’s concerns. 
Education Committee – Met and have set a deadline for newsletter for Friday, June 1st to have available by Wed June 20th.  Earth day signup circulated for 1 hr commitments.  Location to be near the new farmers market on the 21st of April.
Nominations Committee – was asked to prepare a report on term expiration for next meeting. There are 3 or 4 vacancies on DOST.  We have approximately 4 applicants (Welsh, Manuel, Summers, and possibly a 4th).  The Mayor still has to appoint a representative.
Matching Grants Committee- No report
Trails Committee – Proposed a resolution to request funding for trail design and upgrades to support Park and Recreation, moved/seconded and approved.  Maybe Beth can give a briefing on impact fees to DOST.  Distributed a blueprint for the Eno Bridge.
Development Review Committee – Githens Park site update:  Corp of Engineers is now comfortable with the moved soccer field.  Plan includes an 8 ft wooden fence.  

Item 2
 Rezoning for Allexan Farm (across from Toyota. Z06-64 

Item 3 
Chin Page Rd Office Park Z07-21– Extra stream buffer crossing UN necessary for building access and Plan contains lots of parking.

Item 4 
West Point Village off North Roxboro at Infinity. Z07-20 Development mixed-use /commercial.  Located in the Little River Open Space Corridor Plan. Needs more pedestrian access .to the rear of the retail shops pedestrian easement requested. 
Item 5
Lemur Center site presented D07-230- Located in an existing inventory and the New Hope Corridor Master Plan. A 100’ greenway easement requested for Mud Creek Trail 
Finance Committee – Discussed high profile trails like the Duke Beltway to get commercial/corporate sponsorship.  A question was posed on where we are on the beltway.  (Still being negotiated)  Additional questions focused on Norfolk/Southern Railway.  Can DOST write a draft letter to the Mayor to request progress?  Maybe approach the Rails to Trails organization or approach the Downtown Inc to get involved.  Would groups like Capital broadcasting and West Village be willing to sponsor?  Staff to prepare a map.
V. OTHER UPDATES

Bike Pedestrian Advisory Committee – Working with the transportation committee to improve development.  Upcoming events include Bike to Work week May 13 – 18 (special event days include the 17th social at the American tobacco and Breakfast on the 18th at Mad Hatters)  Easter Seals will have a bike from Durham County to Camp Kanatta on Oct 13 Oct 14
Recreation Advisory Committee -  Interested in a naming policy for trails and bridges.  This might help as a tool for the Finance Committee
New Hope Creek Corridor Advisory Committee – Discussed Githens Park and Leigh Farm.  It appears that a wildlife center may be a tenant at Leigh farm.
Parks/Rec Trails/Greenways. - Seeking to change the adopted trails plan.  Where are the overlaps/problems with the Bike/Ped and Durham Walks plan?  Where are sections/connectors needed?  We are compiling a list from Trails Committee, Transportation and Parks and Rec.  Once we get the information, maps etc. can be updated.  
VI. OLD BUSINESS

Eastern Durham Open Space Plan - Has been approved.  One question presented was how can we (DOST) assure that the plan happens.  There are lots of items that need to be accomplished.  We need to recommend a priority or ask for a prioritized list.  Maybe we can ask for a report from Beth at a future meeting.  All parks may need funding for construction.  This may be delayed due to lack of funds.  MTST may benefit from a park/camp sites for over night hikers.  The chair requests that DOST promote the development of MTST and Eastern Durham Open Space Plan
VI. NEW BUSINESS

July Retreat   - Post pone until fall
Meeting adjourned 8:51 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919. 560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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