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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, October 18, 2006
101 City Hall Plaza 
2nd Floor Committee Room  7:00 p.m


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Kelly Bryant, Jr,  Will Wilson, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, Annette Montgomery, George Brine, Tom Stark, Lisa Buckley, Ellen Reckhow, Bill Greuling, Paula Childers, Dick Mentock, Sue Willis, Andrew Edmonds, Bill Morrison, Josie Owen

	Members Excused:
	John Goebel, Val-Jeanne Jones-Williams, Romney Biddulph, Liz Pullman, Jack Gibson

	Members Absent:
	Richard Robertson, Mike Woodard

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	Lamarco Morrison (General Services), Beth Timson (Parks and Rec), Ed Venable (Public Works)


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.

II. Approval of Minutes

Motion was made and seconded to approve the September 2006 meeting minutes.

III. Agenda Adjustments

Agenda was adjusted to allow guests to present before committee reports.


Agenda was also adjusted to allow time for a report from the Bike and Pedestrian Committee.

IV. OTHER UPDATES (guest reports)

Ed Venable discussed the proposed ATT I-40 Bridge.  The current design consultant is “uncomfortable” with the 15% cap on design costs (funding currently sits at $2.5M).  If they choose not to do the project, there are a couple of options: (a) go to the second name of the RFP list, or (b) use the “on call designer”, from their list of pre-approved consultants.  They wish to replicate the decorative blue lighting from the 147 pedestrian bridge design on the I-40 Bridge, creating “gateway bridges”.  The lighting would only be placed on the bridge’s exterior, and would not afford pedestrians after-dark use.  The lighting would cost about $300,000.

Lamarco Morrison spoke about the “construction manager at risk” (CMAR) process, which has not yet been approved City Council.  The CMAR will serve as a general contractor and earn a 5% fee on any individual contract, which is why many of the smaller trails projects have been bundled together.

Lamarco, Ed, and Beth gave timetables for some of the projects

· Eno Bridge: Feb 2007 construction start date

· Stadium Drive Trail (+ five sidewalk projects): bids open Nov 29; Jan 1 construction start date

· 147 Bridge: bids open Dec; March/April construction start date; one year of construction

· Apex Bridge: RTP for designer now; bids for construction in summer 2007; construction to start late 2007/early 2008 and should finish quickly (only a ramp, no bridge reconstruction)
· Rocky Creek Phase II and West Ellerbe Phase II: all land has been acquired.  They are both in the pipeline for the next fiscal year (beginning July 1, 2007), and should take about a year for design and planning.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (Will) – Will stated that one challenge to the development of more urban open spaces may be the education of residents on the benefits of such areas.  Currently, vegetated spaces are seen as habitat to “unwanted” snakes and other “pests” – and that residents may wish to eradicate both the animals and their open space environment.  The City is trying to get rid of surplus property, which could be converted.  Will has also started a listserv for the committee, accessible from durhamopenspace@duke.edu.

Nominations Committee (Kelly) – Using the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement, the committee clarified the length of terms of member appointed by the DOST Commission.  Kelly further recommended and moved to nominate the following member to succeed themselves for three-year terms: Thomas Stark, Dan Clever, Annette Montgomery, Elizabeth Pullman, and R. Kelly Bryant, Jr.

The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Matching Grants Committee (Helen) – The committee has received numerous requests for matching grants, partially due to Helen’s encouragement of various groups that have contacted her.  October 26 is the final date for accepting applications.  To date, eleven projects totaling $240,000 have been submitted, far exceeding the available funding.  The Matching Grant funding is use or lose it, so the committee would like to see leftover funds transferred to the County Open Space coffers in the future (although there is no need for that process this year).  Commissioner Reckhow would like to bring forward a recommendation that next year’s budget be increased to $100,000.

Bo asked that, when the committee next meets, they elect an official chairperson. 

Trails Committee (Kelly) – The committee drafted a resolution to endorse the Comprehensive Bike Plan.

Kelly stated that the committee will use the CIP report provided by Beth Timson to audit the progress of trail construction, and solicited ideas for locating future trails.

Development Review Committee (Annette Montgomery) – 

New Wal-Mart located on MLK Parkway near Roxboro.  There are concerns about the proximity of the structure to the stream buffer.  Also, we need to clarify what access the adjoining neighborhood wants to the site via Ardmore Dr.  There is no vehicular access proposed, but the site plan does not show pedestrian or bike access, either.  Developer may try to sell the two front lots, but between easements and the amount of land that will be needed for a bridge and large drainage pipes, these parcels will be nearly undevelopable.  Why not leave as open space/tree coverage?

Glen School Road property, south of I-85 and fronting E Geer St.  Again, concerns about the building (a large box retailer with a garden center) sitting to close to the stream buffer.  Steep slopes at rear of property.  The parking lot accommodates 1000+ automobiles, but appears incredibly unfriendly to pedestrians – even those who have driven to the store.  Request more islands and/or pedestrian walkways like Target at South Square.

New library near corner of Alston Ave and NC 54 (old Lowe’s Grove school grounds).  Fewer issues with this development, but many of the trees appear to be slated for removal.  Concerned that the sidewalk will continue from the library past the parcel to its south to the intersection of Alston and 54.

Ellerbe Creek park site between Maryland Ave and Guess Road.  Need to learn more about where the trail will cross Guess Road – the pathway may need to advance southward through the parcel to the street intersection, as the intersection of the creek and Guess Road is not conducive to slowing down traffic.

Old Falls Village golf course in East Durham along Highway 98.  Conversion of golf course into a 340-home subdivision.  It is the third and largest of the newly designated “conservation subdivisions”, but its layout is nearly the opposite of what one might expect: the golf course is shown remaining as the open space, and many trees are shown to be removed, making way for the houses.  Some issues with grading for these homes, especially near the feeder streams.

Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) – Bo asked for someone to develop a fill-in document that could be passed around (quarterly?) to each of the City/County departments that oversee trail design and construction, so that DOST would have a regular digest of information.  Bill Greuling volunteered to do so.  At the present, this data is decentralized among Parks and Rec, Public Works, General Services, etc.

Finance Committee (Bill G.) – The committee met and discussed alternative revenue streams and funding opportunities, including tapping into for-profit corporate donations (committee minutes were dispersed to the DOST members).  Further investigation of other cities and organizations will be conducted to learn from their successes and mistakes.  

Bo raised the possibility that a finance-minded intern be brought on board to help out if these tasks become to time-consuming.  He also asked that, when the committee next meets, they elect an official chairperson.  
Falls Lake Committee – No report.  

Mountains to the Sea – Bo announced that the first local meeting will be held October 21 at West Point.

Bike Pedestrian Committee (Dan) – The Comprehensive Bike Ped Plan will enter work sessions next month (November 6).  The resolution drafted by the Trails Committee needs Bo’s signature.

VI. OLD BUSINESS – None. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS

Helen distributed copies of and spoke about the East Durham Open Space Plan.  

Helen asks that DOST receive and review the plan and offer a formal recommendation of the Plan at the next meeting. Chair requested that the plan be remanded to the Trails and Open space Committees and that those Committees come forward with a recommendation to DOST.  Look over it and note any egregious errors.
Meeting adjourned 9:08 pm.

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
9-20-2006
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