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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
101 City Hall Plaza
2nd Floor, Committee Room

Wednesday, November 15 7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Glenn Bowles, George Brine, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Dan Clever, Andrew Edwards, Jack Gibson, Dick Mentock, Annette Montgomery, William Morrison, Liz Pullman, Will Wilson, Mike Woodard 

	Members Excused:
	Romney Biddulph, John Goebel, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Josie Owen, Sue Willis, Bill Greuling



	Members Absent:
	Lisa Buckley, Paula Childers,, Ellen Reckhow, Richard Robertson, Tom Stark, 

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM
II. Approval of Minutes
Motion was made and seconded to approve the meetings minutes for October 18th 
III. Agenda Adjustments
· A request to reorder the topics for discussion to allow time for input on the Eastern Durham Open Space Plan.
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Eastern Open Space Plan:  The Trails committee met and requested the proposal have additional clarification as it relates to the Bike Plan and Durham Walks plan one or two of the maps indicating proposed bike routes etc should be included.  Similarly there needs to be assurances that new roads that are proposed are reviewed for pedestrian bike friendly trail crossings.  There also needs to be more clarification on how greenways are connected.  Some rezoning requests could assure Open Spaces are maintained through the normal development process. As example DOST comments on requested preservation of open spaces in conjunction with re-zonings.  The UDO states that 40% of land must be reserved if the development is to be considered a conservation subdivsion. 300 foot wide corridors must be maintained for wildlife. Instead of using the term Wildlife corridor, we will now begin seeing the term natural corridor.  Typical corridor connectors have a 50 – 100 stream buffer.  Within the Eastern Open Space Plan there should be some additional justifications/definition for the natural Corridor areas.  A suggestion was made to beef up the text to provide greater clarification in some areas about the intent of the acquisition of open space; an example was the Joint School/Park site.  Strengthen that language might help.  There needs to be confirmation that the governing boards understand, plus there is an added issue related to transportation and pedestrian and bike connectivity. Mike Woodard announced that a committee (first meeting the week after Thanksgiving) had been formed to address ongoing school site concerns.  Mike, Ellen, Hugh Osteen, and Kirsten Kane will be members.  The school board recognizes and wants to play a more proactive part in the growth of DPS.] 

There was a question about the monetary impact of the City Parks proposal, in particular Cardinal and Wahadkee Point, the city would not need to acquire these but manage them on corps property. 
              One of the biggest discussion topics appeared to be who’s responsible for what?  There are about 30 acres on Lick creek – mostly rough terrain that might be appropriate for nature trails.  Parks and Rec. are not likely to develop this into a park.  This plan needs to specify that a park doesn’t always reflect a ball field.  

There was a question on how far south to extend plan.  A lot of acquisition is through the subdivision process.  If there is a need to purchase land some of the properties might exceed the available budget.  Areas is inside the UGA are usually more expensive.  The top priority of land acquisition should focus on environmentally sensitive areas.  The list of sites and priorities is still being refined.


A question was posed on where the wildlife habitat areas are located?  Will this area have Safe havens, sanctuaries, or wildlife corridors?  


Last issue addressed whether the plan should be refined to reduce any possible sticker shock.  It was agreed that a plan needs to address realistic, but aggressive goals and not be initially concerned with the costs of protecting environmental areas.  The County Commissioners should be looking at ways to acquire land, articulate the vision.  Helen will work in conjunction with Jane to identify those properties. Another question was regarding properties adjacent to Falls Lake. We should look for areas in proximity to MTST to fill in as buffer.  DOST recommendation?  There are areas that need reworking before this plan goes to the Joint City/County Planning Commission (JCCPC).  We all agree that DOST is in favor of a plan but the current document needs some refinements.  We will table any resolution / discussion until our next meeting.  In the meantime, suggested changes should be forwarded (prior to November 22nd) to Helen, so she can make changes in time for the next meeting.

The Next Meeting of DOST:  It was determined that DOST should meet next month on the 13th.  Helen will email all members.  
Open Space Committee (Will Wilson).  The idea of creating educational field cards / field guides is being investigated.  There may be additional support and interest from the Duke/ecology/ biological Society.  The plan is still in its infancy.   Students at Duke enrolled in Urban Eco Systems / Ecology might also be interested in creating a citizens guide.  (More info when it becomes available).  There were also questions raised regarding the retro fitting trees and landscaping to parking lots.  Since the issue would be a retrofit to many of the urban areas, the city/county offices are one of the largest violators.  A newspaper article from Ashville was discussed.  The interest; green roofs and smart buildings and what the possibility might be for Durham. 
Nominations Committee – none, but Will Morrison will be joining the trails committee.
Matching Grants Committee- 2006 awards were announced (4 grants totaling nearly $84K).  The recommendations from the 11 submitted are:  Ellerbe Creek Association $4.7K, Eno River Association $43K, George Watts PTA $25K and Little River PTA $9 K.  The recommendations need to go before the county commissioners with DOST approval.  There was unanimous approval.  
Trails Committee – (Dan Clever) The committee met (see comments earlier on the Eastern Durham Plan)
Development Review Committee – Sauternes II (re-review) asked for 300 ft wildlife corridor attempting to request additional committed Open space.  First reviewed in April. The committee also reviewed Westover Park.  The status of the Lowe’s on Martin Luther King? Planning may see the proposal in December.  
Falls Lake Committee – none
Education Committee – none
Recreation Advisory Committee: - On track for Director replacement.  The committee was involved in the interviewing.  One of the committee’s goals is to develop a standard monthly report.  Third fork has been put off for development using the CMAR route.
Friends of New Hope – The County informed us of an interlocal agreement on the Duke/Erwin Road Tract. Erwin Road Park planning committee will be formed and the group is seeking a representative from DOST.  Who will serve on the committee?  Helen will check with John Goebel to see if he’s interested.  
Finance Committee: - There does not appear to be a need to schedule a meeting.  Annette will check for areas of alternative funding opportunities.  Bo to contact Bill G and will get back with committee.  In the meantime the committee will attempt to reconstruct a spreadsheet from 2001 to begin collecting appropriate data.

Bike Plan:  Adopted by the county- will be going to the city for approval by the end of the year.
V. OTHER UPDATES

The question on I40 Bridge was voiced, but only reference to the latest update posted in the news.
Meeting adjourned 8:43 PM
Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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