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	DURHAM
	

	
	Open Space & Trails Commission
	

	Draft
	MINUTES
Wednesday, Dec 13th  7:00 p.m.


	Members Present:
	Bo Glenn, Kelly Bryant, Jr, Jack Gibson, Josie Owen, Glenn Bowles, Dan Clever, Annette Montgomery, George Brine, Bill Morrison, Bill Greuling, Valjeanne Jones-Williams, Liz Pullman, Ellen Reckhow, Paula Childers

	Members Excused:
	Will Wilson, Lisa Buckley, Romney Biddulph, , Sue Willis, John Goebel,

	Members Absent:
	Mike Woodard, Tom Stark Richard Robertson

	Staff Present:
	Helen Youngblood, Jane Korest, Keith Luck

	Guests Present:
	


I. Call to Order Chairman Bo Glenn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

II. Approval of Minutes
(One correction – Paula Childers was excused) moved, seconded, and approved as amended.

Meetings minutes for November 15, 2006.

III. Agenda Adjustments
· none

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Open Space Committee (Glenn) Seeking sources and insights for a course being offered at Duke to address the Economics of Urban Forestry.  There still is an effort to create flash cards trails.  

Nominations Committee – (none)

Matching Grants Committee- preparing recommendations to go to the county commissioners in January for final approval

Trails Committee – received a presentation regarding difficulties on responding to 911 emergencies on trails in the area.  They are seeking ways to improve marker systems and information available to emergency agencies.   The committee is working to have a proposal by the end of January.  They publicly thanked Mr. James Soukup for his presentation.  Issues will need to include a system to alleviate current problem as well as for the future.  The proposal must include how to address vandalization with an inexpensive solution.  Meeting discussed issue of access, location, availability of cell phone signals, better markings or signage on trails for reporting location of incidents.  Call box system may be cost prohibitive.  Addition suggestions included contacting Parks and Recs and the director of Duke Forest.  If the committee has a proposal ready by January we might have recommendation by March to be able to be budgeted.  

Development Review Committee – Presentation of the New Hope Group plan to develop a collaborative school/parks recreational area.  Issues on the location of the soccer field, parking, flood plain and storm water investigation.  This plan has dropped phases and won’t go to the Development Review Board until the issues are resolved. 

Parkwood Retail plan (35 acres) Scott King Road to the Chatham county line.  Committee is looking for much more detailed and will be requesting more information.  One request will be for a trail easement.

We were informed of three rezoning requests; 55 Autobell Site requested a change from a split zone to a straight zoning, Washington Terrace south of Riddle Road, and Stone Hill North Residential units.

Discussion of the importance /usefulness each of the committee recommendations are for the county commissioners.  The committee was urged to continue the practice and to present a bulleted list with each plan submitted.

Falls Lake Committee – No Report

Education Committee – No Report

Friends of New Hope –  Have not met.  DOST meeting was rescheduled to an earlier date this month and is being held prior to the scheduled date of this committee.

Finance Committee – Bo requests the committee schedule a meeting.  He would like to receive more frequent meeting reports.

Recreation Advisory Committee – No report

V. OLD BUSINESS

· Recommendation on the Eastern Durham Open Space Plan (EDOSP)

Helen distributed reference maps and discussed the revised EDOSP.  She explained where focus was being made to acquire land and which areas were intentionally not being sought at this time.  The new plan has reduced the focus size at Laurel Creek and an added interest in property north of lick creek.  The plan has been modified to incorporate DOST recommendations and policy changes to address wildlife habitat protection through the open space new development.  Discussion ensued on how items were prioritized (order of acquisition).  One focus is on attempting to control future development using protection by polity (example the scenic highways route in N. Durham).  In future plans a request was made for DOST to have associated number of hours for items in prioritized lists.  Certain items will be more costly due to man hours (the number of meetings or number of staff representatives in each meeting).  Construction costs and seeking public input both require more time.  Ultimately in the EDOSP the focus was on the urgency of protecting and the need for specific tracts of land.  The New Hope Plan, Little River Plan, and Eastern Durham Plan will need some consolidating and correlating with county-wide priorities.  

It was moved/ seconded and unanimously approved that DOST approves and accepts the Eastern Durham Open Space Plan (EDOSP) presented by the staff.  A request was made that a hard copy be provided to DOST and that the web link to the plan be distributed to DOST.

V. NEW BUSINESS

An interest was voiced to see if Chatham County has an OSTC.  Staff was asked to investigate.  The intent is to possibly schedule joint meetings.  (Orange, Chatham, Durham, Person, etc) for 2007.

Helen was asked to see if John Goebel will serve as our Hollow Rock New Hope representative.  Glen stated that he will be on the committee representing Orange County Planning and can also provide reports if necessary.  Bo offered to serve as back up if John would not be able to serve.  The appointment should occur during the first County Commissioner’s meeting in January.

Meeting adjourned 8:40 PM

Staff Contact: Helen Youngblood, Senior Planner
919.560.4137 ext 245 Helen.Youngblood@durhamnc.gov
7-27-05
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