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   Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) 
Calendar Year 2008 Annual Report  

 

I.  Mission:  

The primary purpose of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission is to advise the 

City Council and the Board of County Commissioners on bicycle and pedestrian issues. 

 

II.  Structure of BPAC  

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission (BPAC) was established in July of 

2001.  The Commission consists of 12 appointed members from the City and County, and 

three liaisons from existing City/County commissions ï the Durham Open Space and 

Trails Commission, the Recreation Advisory Commission, and the Durham Planning 

Commission. 

Elected officer in 2008 were Dan Clever, Chair, Jack Warman, Vice-Chair, and Diane 

Daniel, Treasurer.  In December, Alan Dippy and Jack Warman were elected Chair and 

Vice-Chair, respectively.  BPAC has four committees:  Development Review (chaired by 

Jack Warman), Pedestrian Plan Implementation (chaired by Greg Garneau), Bike Plan 

Implementation (chaired by Scott Carter) and Communications/Outreach (chaired by Ken 

Kaye).  A permanent City staff member is assigned to the Commission, and acts as 

Secretary.   

 

  

New BPAC Logo 

 

III.   Presentations Made to BPAC 

 

Á Aidil Ortiz Collins -Uplift East Durham (February 2008) ï discussed neighborhood 

concerns about the Alston Avenue widening project and requested assistance. 

Á Mark Ahr endsen, Marge Nordstrom of the Anderson Street neighborhood, and 

Slade McCalip of Martin Alexiou Bryson (February 2008) - discussed the 
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consultantôs preliminary analysis of the Anderson Street neckdowns and possible 

solutions to make it safer for bikes. 

Á Andrew Henry- Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro  Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (July 2008) - discussed the pending 2035 Long Range Transportation 

Plan and where BPAC could offer input. 

Á Tobin Freid- Durham Sustainability Manager (September 2008) - introduced 

herself to BPAC and discussed her goals for the year, including transportation goals. 

Á Sgt. Wayne Hollen- Downtown Bike Patrol (October 2008) - discussed the new 

downtown bike patrol, its mission and goals. 

Á Jeff Ensminger - SW Durham Quality of Life Committee (October 2008) - shared 

concerns about bike lanes on the section of W. Chapel Hill Street between Kent and 

Buchanan, which is slated for Streetscape work.  Asked BPAC to weigh in on the 

issue. 

Á Patrick Young- Assistant Planning Director (November 2008) - introduced himself 

to BPAC and provided recommendations on BPACôs role in the review process. 

Á Lee Murphy- Engineering Division (November 2008) - presented the latest 

information of the trail portion of Phase E of the American Tobacco Trail, including 

possible route and cross-sections. 

 

IV.   BPAC Accomplishment and Activities 

 

A. Development Review Activities. 

Á Development Committee reviewed and commented on over 200 site plans and re-

reviews, and nearly 20 development plans. 

Á Reviewed and commented on the Duke University Pedestrian Plan. 

Á Participated in Development Review Board meetings. 

Á Provided list of recommendations from the adopted bicycle and pedestrian plans 

for revisions to the UDO.  This item was placed on the Planning Departmentôs 

Work Program. 

Á Met with Planning Department and Transportation Division officials to better 

understand review processes and interpretation of the UDO. 

Á Reviewed and commented on the proposed design of several planned NCDOT 

projects, including the Triangle Parkway, Alston Avenue, Hopson Road, 

Hillandale Road, and Miami Blvd. 

 

B. Communication and Outreach Activities. 

Á Staffed a bicycle-pedestrian education booth at the Eno River Festival in July, the 

Farmerôs Market in September, a Bicycle Rodeo in September, and CenterFest in 

October. 

Á Sponsored two successful Bike to Work Week events in Durham.  An after-work 

event on May 14 in the American Tobacco District was attended by more than 60 

persons, and a breakfast event at Mad Hatterôs on May 16 was attended by more 

than 75 persons.  
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Á Began work on new logo and banner, as well as new BPAC handouts. 

Á Publicized the ñDurhamBikePedò yahoo listserv to Durham citizens.  There are 

more than 500 participants on the listserv. 

Á Distributed bike and pedestrian educational materials, including ñBasic Bike 

Commutingò pamphlet, Bike Safety for Motorists brochure, bike law card and 

promotional bumper sticker. 

Á Maintained a Commission website ï www.bikewalkdurham.org.  The site includes 

information on BPAC members and meetings, as well as general information on 

biking and walking in Durham and the surrounding area. 

Á Prepared and presented an annual report. 

 

 

. 

2008 Bike to Work Week Breakfast 

 

C. Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Implementation. 

Á The Pedestrian Plan Implementation Committee prepared a useful digest of the 

Pedestrian Plan (now available on the website). 

Á The Pedestrian Plan Implementation Committee began cataloguing pedestrian and 

bicycle interfaces with Duke University. 

Á The Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee reviewed and recommended priority 

projects for the draft Transportation Improvement Program. 

Á The Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee met with city transportation staff to 

determine which roads would be good starts for Phase I of the bike plan. 

Á Both committees met with local residents and city staff and successfully advocated 

for bicycle friendly approaches to traffic calming on Anderson Street and other 

locations. 

http://www.bikewalkdurham.org/
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Á Both committees asked BPAC to write a letter to the Office of Economic and 

Workforce Development, asking that the Streetscape designs follow the adopted 

bike and pedestrian plans. 

Á The Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee recommended priority bicycle 

corridors in Durham County to the Transportation Advisory Committee of the 

MPO. 

Á The Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee met with Greenways Incorporated, 

who has been hired to design a Triangle-wide biking map.  The committee plans 

on using the Durham data for a new Durham bike map. 

Á The Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee requested BPAC to send a letter to 

city council urging incorporation of bike lanes on Fayetteville Street. 

 

V.   Focus Areas for 2009 

 

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission held its annual retreat on February 7, 

2009.  The retreat included a review of 2008 goals and accomplishments, and developed 

goals for 2009.  Some goals have been assigned to a committee while other goals are 

assigned to the commission as a whole.  Among the goals for 2009 are the following: 

 

Goals - Bicycle Plan Implementation Committee 

Begin formation of Durham Bike Map 

Encourage planned bike lane striping of Phase I roads, incl. Washington Street and Briggs Avenue 

Monitor high-profile projects, such as the ATT, Third Fork Creek, Old Durham- Chapel Hill Road, 

Morreene Road 

Assist with application for Bicycle Friendly City status 

Continue to review priorities of the Bike Plan and TIP/CIP lists 

Develop progress report for Bike Plan 

 

Goals - Pedestrian Plan Implementation Committee 

Develop progress report for the Pedestrian Plan 

Continue to review priorities of the Pedestrian Plan and TIP/CIP lists 

Increase stakeholder participation 

 

Goals - Communications Committee 

Communicate action items to list serve 

Complete new BPAC banner and brochure 

Continue to promote locations for bike racks 

Reach out to recreational cyclists 

Revamp BPAC website and increase educational resources 

Improve outreach to city and county officials 

Establish calendar for BPAC speakers and guests 

 

Goals - Development Committee 

Publish an internal calendar of city, county and state governmental activities that impact BPAC. 

Work with Planning and Transportation to ensure adoption of bicycle and pedestrian-related 

amendments to the UDO, as recommended by the bike and pedestrian plans. 

Add bike-ped items to Public Works Reference Guide 

Document all processes involved in site plan and re-zoning reviews. 
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Goals ï Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 

Complete adoption of new Interlocal Agreement 

Build better contacts with Duke University and NCCU 

Provide input on use of transportation stimulus money 

Continue outreach to state organizations, such as NC Active Transportation Alliance 

VI.   Closing 

 

The members of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission appreciate the opportunity to 

serve the City and County of Durham.  We remain committed to our charge of assisting 

the elected boards in making Durham a better place to walk and bicycle.  We hope that 

you will call upon us whenever our advice or expertise is needed. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 
        Alan Dippy 

        Chair 

 

 

 

2008 Bike to Work Week Breakfast 
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2008 Bike to Work Week Breakfast 

 

 

In 2008 several dozen bike racks were installed throughout the city. 

 


