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Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission  

 

M I N U T E S 
December 15, 2009  7:00 PM 

Committee Room 

Second Floor, City Hall 

 

Members Present: Toby Berla, Scott Carter, Dan Clever, Alan Dippy, Jim Dunlop, Greg 

Garneau, Ken Kaye, Erik Landfried, Merry Rabb, Steve Saltzman, 

Linda Smith, Lars Trost, Jack Warman. 

Members Absent: Excused: Dwayne Taylor 

Staff Present: Dale McKeel, Mark Ahrendsen, Joe Carley (Planning Department) 

Liaisons Present: 

Guests Present: 

Council member Mike Woodard 

Carl Sundstrom, UNC Highway Safety Research Center 

  

1. Call to Order.  Alan Dippy called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

2. Meeting Minutes.   The November 17 minutes were approved unanimously, following a 

motion by Jim and second by Dan. 

 

3. Adjustments to the Agenda.  None. 

 

4. Announcements.  None. 

 

5. Public Comment.  There were no public comments. 

 

6. Development Committee Report.  Dan Clever discussed a draft letter the committee has 

written regarding the Westpoint at 751 rezoning request.  The committee members made 

several suggestions to the letter.  On a motion by Lars and second by Jim, the committee 

approved the letter. 

 

7. UDO Bike Parking Modifications.  Lars introduced the topic of UDO bicycle parking 

requirements.  As recommended by the bicycle plan, the committee has been reviewing the 

bicycle parking requirements to insure that an appropriate amount is required with new 

development.  Currently, the UDO requires a flat 10 percent of motor vehicle parking, which 

can result in too little or too much bicycle parking.  The committee is looking at use-based 

requirements.  Joe Carley from the Planning Department, who is working on the amendment, 

discussed the bike parking and his timetable for the amendment.  Joe discussed areas where 

he is seeking guidance from BPAC.  There was discussion of a minimum parking 

requirement, removing the cap of 100 spaces on a site, short-term vs. long-term parking.  It 
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was noted that some uses may not need bicycle parking.  Jack said the committee would 

continue to work with Joe Carley on the amendment. 

 

8. NHTSA Pedestrian Safety Project.  Carl Sundstrom stated that NHTSA has identified North 

Carolina as a focus state for pedestrian safety, and has awarded a grant to the UNC Highway 

Safety Research Center.  Carl said the project will focus on 3 communities: Charlotte, 

Durham, and Wilson.  The project provides funding for four years, with an option for a fifth 

year.  The focus is on education and enforcement.  Carl will be the liaison for Durham.  The 

work plan is still being developed; but the project will work on recommendations from the 

DurhamWalks! plan.  Durham was selected because the City ranks high in crashes involving 

children and minority/low income areas. Examples of education would be the walksafe 

program in schools, ads in buses, and ads targeted to the older population.  The first year will 

focus on collecting before data, years 2-3 will be interventions, and year 4 will be collecting 

after data.  Carl said they would be working closely with the police department, BPAC, and 

other groups. 

 

9. Bike Plan Implementation Committee Report.  Scott expressed that the committee is 

disappointed that the downtown loop proposal does not include bike lanes.  Scott reviewed 

the committee’s report from its December 9 meeting (attached). 

 

10. Pedestrian Plan Implementation Committee Report.  Greg provided a report of the 

committee’s activities (attached).  Greg reported that Toby has joined the committee.  There 

was a discussion of the pedestrian crashes map the committee has prepared and how to most 

effectively use the map. 

 

11. Message from Mark Ahrendsen.  Mark discussed the formation of the new Transportation 

Department and the reasons the City Manager decided to create the new department, to 

elevate transportation and transit.  He noted the goal of bringing funded STP-DA and CMAQ 

projects to design and construction.  He noted NCDOT’s recent adoption of a complete 

streets policy and the work to stripe bike lanes and wider outside lanes in conjunction with 

resurfacing projects.  He said there would be little new funding in the coming year, but he 

wants to focus on complete streets, connections between bike-ped and transit, pedestrian 

access to schools and transit stops, and pedestrians at rail crossings. 

 

12. Communications Committee.  Ken reported that the committee has been working on its goals 

for the coming year and delegating responsibilities for tasks to members.  Jack has joined the 

committee.  Ken said the committee is working on a bike-to-work week survey. 
  

13. American Tobacco Trail.  Dan reported that the Phase E (Durham) construction bid date has 

been delayed to June 2010. 

 

14. Elections.  Nominations were made for chair and vice-chair.  On a motion by Jim and second 

by Dan, Alan was unanimously elected chair for a second year.  On a motion by Dan and 

second by Jim, Jack was unanimously elected vice-chair for a second year. 

 

15. Retreat.  There was discussion of dates and locations for an annual retreat.  More discussion 

will take place via e-mail. 
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Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

 

Next meeting:  January 19, 2010, at 7 pm.  

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Dale McKeel. 

 

 

Action items: 

 

 Interested members are to follow-up with Theresa Cromling, 323-5073, 

Theresa.cromling@duke.edu, to volunteer for Safe Kids events and coordinated BPAC 

activities with her organization. 

 Send ideas for future speakers at BPAC meetings to the Communications Committee 

(BPAC members). 

 Provide bicycle parking details for inclusion in Public Works Reference Guide and/or 

UDO (Development Review Committee). 

 White paper on ATT encouragement activities (Ken). 

 Determine if the GIS layers from the bicycle and pedestrian plans could be added to the 

city’s on-line GIS system (Dale). 

 Review progress in implementing the bicycle and pedestrian plans (Dale). 
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